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Dear delegates,  
 
It is with great excitement that I welcome you to VYMUN 2020. My name is Michael Yin, and I am 
currently a senior at West Point Grey Academy. It is an absolute honour to be serving as your 
Director of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Joining me on the dais will be my 
Chair Tessa Dubois-Phillips and my Assistant Director Jack Millos. As your director, I hope to 
nurture an educational and exciting experience that leads to self-discovery at VYMUN 2020. This 
year, we will be examining the following two topics: Transnational Crime: Trafficking of Women and 
Children and Climate Change and Rising Sea Levels in Southeast Asia. 
 
In Topic A, Transnational Crime: Trafficking of Women and Children, we will be discussing ways in 
which we could resolve this pressing issue. Women and children have been victims of human 
trafficking due in part to high rates of poverty. These individuals are often lured through the false 
promise of a stable employment and eventually becoming victims of forced or sexual labour. This 
lack of awareness, education, and poverty are the primary factor in the high number of trafficking 
cases around the region. With globalization and the rise of more organized crimes, ASEAN leaders 
have called for a coordinated approach in fighting crimes at a regional level.  
 
Our second topic is Climate Change and Rising Sea Levels in Southeast Asia. Since the start of the 
20th century, the average global sea level has been rising at an alarming rate. Coastal lands are 
home to millions of people in Southeast Asia. A recent study, referred to by some as being a 
“doomsday report,” suggests that rising sea levels could flood three times more land than 
previously predicted. If this study proves to be accurate, Southeast Asia is extremely vulnerable. 
The rising sea levels in Southeast Asia have been driven by man-made greenhouse gas emissions, 
climate change, warming waters, heavy rainfall, and accelerated melting of ice in the Arctic and 
Antarctic. This topic requires delegates to keep an open mind for every unique situation and 
collaborate with other delegations to solve this global concern. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me at asean@vymun.com. 
Although VYMUN 2020 is being hosted online, I am looking forward to meeting everyone virtually 
and discovering new methods to run the committee in October.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michael Yin 
Director of ASEAN | VYMUN 2020 
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Topic A: Transnational Crime: Trafficking of Women and Children 
 
Questions to Consider 

1. What actions have your country taken to combat this issue? 
2. How does this issue play into your country’s economy? 
3. What industries are the main contributors to your country’s economy? 
4. What industries in your country are most affected by trafficking, and what are some rules or 

regulations to combat this issue? 
 
Overview  
One of the fundamental principles of ASEAN is to “strengthen the foundation for a prosperous and 
peaceful community of Southeast Asian Nations.” Initially, the efforts of combating transnational 
crime were focused on drug abuse and drug trafficking; however, with technological advancements 
and globalization, transnational crimes have become more diversified and organized. The region 
has had to deal with numerous new forms of transnational crime, such as terrorism, money 
laundering, arms smuggling, trafficking in women and children, and new forms of drug trafficking.  1

 
With the continued rise of organized crime in Southeast Asia, ASEAN leaders have called for a 
coordinated approach in fighting crimes at a regional level. Human trafficking is a major issue in 
the Southeast Asian region. According to the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2016 
published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes, more than 85 percent of victims were 
trafficked from within the region.  The most prominent form of human trafficking in the region is for 2

sexual exploitation and forced labour, which is reported to be 60 percent of the 7,800 identified 
victims from 2012 to 2014.  Women are particularly vulnerable to trafficking for forced marriages or 3

sham marriages in Southeast Asia. These forced marriages are reported in the Mekong area, 
Cambodia, China, Myanmar, and Vietnam. Victims of other forms of trafficking may be used for 
benefiting fraud, begging on streets, or producing pornography. Aside from women trafficking, 
children made up of nearly a third of the human trafficking victims in the region.  These vulnerable 4

individuals and young children are often forced into horrific jobs due to the crippling living 
conditions they face. Furthermore, these job environments lack proper safety and basic human 
needs to sustain these victims and many of them suffer from health risks and death.  
 
Based on the United States’ minimum standard stated in the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
(TVPA) of 2000 to eliminate human trafficking, countries are ranked based on a Tier list according to 
their efforts and compliance to the standards. The minimum standards for eliminating trafficking in 
persons are: “(1) The government of the country should prohibit severe forms of trafficking in 
persons and punish acts of such trafficking. (2) For the knowing commission of any act of sex 
trafficking involving force, fraud, coercion, or in which the victim of sex trafficking is a child 
incapable of giving meaningful consent, or of trafficking which includes rape or kidnapping or 
which causes a death, the government of the country should prescribe punishment commensurate 
with that for grave crimes, such as forcible sexual assault. (3) For the knowing commission of any 

1 asean.org/?static_post=asean-plan-of-action-to-combat-transnational-crime 
2 theaseanpost.com/article/aseans-human-trafficking-plague 
3 www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2018/09/human-trafficking-in-southeast-asia-caballero.htm 
4 Ibid. 
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act of a severe form of trafficking in persons, the government of the country should prescribe 
punishment that is sufficiently stringent to deter and that adequately reflects the heinous nature of 
the offense. (4) The government of the country should make serious and sustained efforts to 
eliminate severe forms of trafficking in persons.”  Tier 1 nations are countries that fully comply with 5

TVPA’s minimum standards. Tier 2 countries do not fully but are making significant efforts to meet 
requirements, and Tier 2 watchlist nations have severe forms of trafficking and a significant number 
of cases but are making efforts to comply with the standards. Tier 3 countries are neither complying 
nor making efforts to comply with the minimum standards. Only the Philippines was ranked as a 
Tier 1 country in the ASEAN bloc. Brunei, Indonesia, Cambodia, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam 
all ranked as Tier 2 countries whose governments do not fully meet the TVPA minimum standards 
but are making significant efforts to bring themselves into compliance with those standards. Two 
ASEAN countries, Myanmar and Lao, ranked as Tier 3 countries.  6

 
These illicit crimes target children and women, whose lives are endangered due to unfortunate 
circumstances that can only be solved with regional collaboration. This transnational issue must 
stop in order for there to be progression and further development as a society.  
 
Timeline  
1955: Start of the Vietnam War, also known as the Second Indochina War. American soldiers arrived 
in Vietnam and Thailand, driving up the demand for the sex industry and eventually normalizing 
prostitution throughout the countries.  
 
1975-1979: Prostitution is completely banned and punishable by death during the Khmer Rouge 
Years.  7

 
1979: China introduced the one-child policy. This caused a gender imbalance and a 
disproportionate increase in human trafficking to China for forced marriages. 
 
1979-1993: Commercial sex work starts to re-emerge under the new State of Cambodia.  8

 
1992-1993: 20,000 male troops and civilian personnel of the United Nations Transitional Authority 
in Cambodia (UNTAC) and other NGOs arrive in Cambodia and create a new market for sexual 
services.  9

 
1996: First Informal Summit where ASEAN Leaders call upon relevant ASEAN bodies to study the 
possibility of regional cooperation on crime prevention, including the reduction of drug and human 
trafficking.  10

 

5 https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2019-Trafficking-in-Persons-Report.pdf 
6 https://theaseanpost.com/article/asean-epicentre-human-trafficking 
7https://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/07/16/cambodia-sex-workers-face-unlawful-arrests-and-detention  
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 https://asean.org/?static_post=asean-plan-of-action-to-combat-transnational-crime 
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1997: ASEAN leaders resolved to take stern measures to combat transnational crimes including 
drug trafficking and the trafficking of women and children in the Second Informal Summit.  11

 
1997: ASEAN Vision 2020 is adopted with a set of agreed rules of behaviour and cooperative 
measures to deal with problems on a regional scale, including trafficking in women and children 
and other transnational crimes.  12

 
2002: The first Bali Process meeting was co-chaired by Indonesia and Australia to address the 
issues of human trafficking.  
 
2004: ASEAN members signed the Declaration Against Trafficking in Persons Particularly Women 
and Children, focusing on regional cooperation on combating human trafficking.  13

 
2007: Vietnam television works with MTV EXIT to broadcast a US Government-funded 
anti-trafficking documentary and awareness campaign.  14

 
2010: Singapore government forms the Inter-Agency Taskforce on Trafficking in Persons to 
coordinate efforts in tackling trafficking that focuses on prevention, prosecution, protection, and 
partnership.  15

 
2014: The Prevention of Human Trafficking Act is passed in the Singaporean Parliament to address 
the problem by deterring traffickers by instituting stiff criminal penalties and increasing 
enforcement.   16

 
2015: ASEAN adopts the ASEAN Convention Against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children.  17

 
2015: Thailand amended the Criminal Code of Thailand in order to combat child sexual 
exploitation and criminalize child pornography.  18

 
Historical Analysis  
Globalization has been a main contributing factor to human trafficking in Southeast Asia. Regional 
industrialization in the mid 20th century divided the growing economies and the stagnant ones, 
drawing poor migrants seeking upward mobility and individuals wanting to leave war-torn 
countries to more developed places like Thailand and Singapore. This high supply of migrant 
workers and high demand from a rapidly growing economy created a perfect combination for 
human traffickers to thrive in the region. 

11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid. 
13https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/ASEAN-Declaration-against-Trafficking-in-Persons-Particul
arly-Women-and-Children-TPPWC.pdf 
 
14 https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/vietnams-human-trafficking-problem-is-too-big-to-ignore 
15 https://hagar.org.sg/human-trafficking-in-singapore/ 
16 Ibid. 
17 Ibid. 
18 https://2009-2017.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2016/index.htm 
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Thailand is an example of a country that sought rapid economic development. Thailand’s economy 
is heavily reliant on labour-intensive industries, with its aquaculture industry currently employing 
over 650,000 people. However, due to Thailand's overall economic growth and relative prosperity 
to other Southeast Asian countries, many Thai workers turned away from low-skilled, 
labour-intensive professions. This created a labour shortage in certain sectors, including the fishing 
industry. As a result, there was a large increase in cheap migrant workers and human trafficking 
from surrounding countries. According to the Raks Thai Foundation, a local branch of CARE 
International in Thailand, 200,000 migrants are currently working on fishing vessels, a large number 
of whom are undocumented. Documents from the Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF) suggest 
that a significant number of undocumented workers in the fishing sector are likely to have been 
trafficked.  19

 
The sex industry also emerged in Southeast Asia in the mid 20th century as a way for women to 
generate more income. Struggling migrants and locals often joined this industry to try and support 
themselves and their families. The growth of these industries may be attributed to the growing 
tourism and military bases around the region; governments were initially reluctant to intervene in 
this growth of human trafficking due to the potential harm to the tourism market. 
 
As another example, Cambodia has had a very unstable sex industry. Under the Khmer Rouge 
regime (1975-1979), prostitution was completely banned and punishable by death. The highly 
authoritarian social system more or less eliminated sexual exchange. However, under the new 
State of Cambodia (1979-1993), commercial sex started to re-emerge. From 1992 to1993, about 
20,000 male troops and civilian personnel of the United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia 
(UNTAC) arrived in Cambodia with many NGOs and business interests from abroad after the 
dismantlement of the State of Cambodia, creating a new market for sexual services.  20

 
Following the UNTAC withdrawal in August 1993, there was a brief drop in the number of 
commercial sex establishments before an increase again. NGOs became alarmed by the growth of 
child prostitution and by 1995, it was apparent that women from surrounding countries were 
entering Cambodia for sex work.  21

 
The impact of the Vietnam War has also led to the current prevalence of the issue, as it caused 
prostitution to become common during the late 1960s in Vietnam. Prostitutes congregated at bars 
where American soldiers frequently visited, and the whole sex industry sprung around the 
American GIs and servicemen. Furthermore, the American soldiers in Vietnam also used Thailand as 
a place for rest and “recreation.” Following the war, prostitution became normalized and a 
financial boon for Thailand. In fact, the government encouraged mass sex tourism as a way to pay 
off its debts. Similar processes occurred in the Philippines.  Today, though the sex industry is 22

19https://ejfoundation.org/resources/downloads/Sold_to_the_Sea_report_lo-res-v2.compressed-2.compress
ed.pdf 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?cc=mfsfront;c=mfs;c=mfsfront;idno=ark5583.0017.001;g=mfs
g;rgn=main;view=text;xc=1 
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looked down upon and discouraged, there is still a large underground market that creates demand 
for traffickers.  
 
Additionally, China’s one-child policy has played a significant role in bride trafficking from 
Southeast Asian nations. The Chinese State Council launched the one-child policy in 1979 to control 
the rate of population growth. However, this policy reduced fertility rates (the number of children 
being born per female) and facilitated gender balance in the country. Due to cultural traditions of 
favouring boys, the need for boys to work in the agricultural fields, and the technology of selective 
abortion, there became a greater number of men than women in the Chinese population, with the 
current male to female ratio being 1.19:1. China became a major destination country for female 
trafficking and forced marriages: traffickers lure women or children from poorer countries, namely 
Cambodia, Vietnam, and Myanmar, for marriage in China.  23

 
Past Action  
ASEAN has been fighting transnational crimes since its establishment in 1967. Its efforts to 
coordinate Southeast Asian countries to combat organized crimes started during the First and 
Second Informal Summits. The two summits focused on studying the possibility of regional 
cooperation on criminal matters and taking stern measures to combat transnational crimes, 
including drug and human trafficking.  24

 
ASEAN Ministers of Interior/Home Affairs on Transnational Crime 
The Philippines hosted the inaugural meeting of the ASEAN Ministers of Interior/Home Affairs on 
Transnational Crime on December 20th, 1997 in Manila. The meeting presented the opportunity for 
ministers to exchange views on transnational crime and demonstrated the detrimental impact 
trafficking has on the member countries and the need for enhanced regional cooperation. The 
ASEAN Declaration on Transnational Crime, which was signed by the ministers during the meeting, 
reflected ASEAN’s resolve in dealing with transnational crime and its intention to cooperate with 
international communities to combat these issues. These intentions include: considering the 
establishment of an ASEAN Centre on Combating Transnational Crime (ACTC), convening a 
high-level ad-hoc experts group, and encouraging member countries to consider assigning Police 
Attachés and/or Police Liaison Officers in each other's capital.  25

 
The Bali Process 
The Bali Process remains the largest and most comprehensive regional consultative process to 
combat human trafficking and migrant smuggling in the Asia-Pacific region. The first meeting was 
co-chaired by Australia and Indonesia and was attended by 38 nations, including all ten members 
of ASEAN. The main objective of the Bali Process is to “raise awareness of, encourage cooperative 
action and develop practical regional measures to prevent, intercept and disrupt people 
smuggling, human trafficking and transnational crime.”  To accomplish said objectives, five goals 26

were agreed upon in the first Bali meeting in 2002 to find practical measures to help combat the 
three major issues. These measures include information and intelligence sharing, networking, 
pooling of common technical resources, and technical workshops to combat human trafficking.  

23 https://thediplomat.com/2014/11/sex-trafficking-and-chinas-one-child-policy/ 
24 Ibid. 
25 Ibid. 
26 https://auislandora.wrlc.org/islandora/object/1213capstones%3A238/datastream/PDF/view 
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Declaration against Trafficking in Persons, Particularly Women and Children 
In 2004, ASEAN established the Declaration against Trafficking in Persons, Particularly Women and 
Children. The focus was to establish the groundwork for a regional approach in combating human 
trafficking in Southeast Asia.   27

 
Convention Against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children 
At the 27th summit in 2015, ASEAN members signed the Convention Against Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children. The convention listed three key objectives for member nations to 
commit to in order to eliminate the human trafficking epidemic. These objectives included: 
preventing and combating trafficking in persons, especially women and children by ensuring a just 
and effective punishment for traffickers; protecting and assisting human trafficking victims with full 
respect for their human rights; and promoting cooperation among the parties to meet the 
objectives.  28

 
Current Situation  
Human trafficking currently controls at least an estimated 21 million victims.  In fact, Southeast 29

Asia has become notorious for this industry. Human trafficking, especially women and children, is a 
prevalent issue across all countries in Southeast Asia. Countries such as Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, 
China, and India maintain some of the highest rates of human trafficking cases as well as some of 
the worst human rights violations.  
 
The presence of transnational organized crime in the victim’s country and their socio-economic 
status are key indicators for a person’s vulnerability to human trafficking. The 2018 UNODC Global 
Report on Trafficking in Persons detected that the most prominent form of human trafficking is for 
sexual exploitation and forced labour. Women are especially vulnerable to trafficking for forced 
marriages in Southeast Asia and for sham marriages to men in affluent countries. In East Asia, 
Southeast Asia, and Pacific regions, approximately 2,700 of the victims detected from 2012 to 2014 
were females. Aside from the high number of girls, children make up almost a third of human 
trafficking victims in the region.  30

 
The Philippines is a major source and transit country for victims of forced labour and sexual 
exploitation. In addition, Laos is also labelled as a source country of men, women, and children for 
the sex slave industry. These Laos migrants move to countries like Thailand or China from a transit 
country and are put into sectors of intensive labour with little pay. 70 percent of these migrants 
from Laos are female and many are brought for the use of domestic labour. Alongside the 
Philippines and Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar are also source countries due to their poor 
economic conditions and strict military regimes.   31

 

27 Ibid. 
28 https://www.asean.org/wp-content/uploads/images/2015/November/actip/ACTIP.PDF 
29 https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1068&context=fypapers 
30 Ibid. 
31 Ibid. 

9 



 

Major destination countries include the Philippines, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam. Although 
prostitution in Cambodia is illegal, it has one of the largest sources of demand for child prostitution 
and sex tourism in the region.   32

 
Poverty is one of the largest contributing factors to the prevalence of human trafficking. Poor living 
conditions combined with a lack of infrastructure make certain citizens vulnerable targets. In small 
villages across Southeast Asia, desperate individuals are deceived into being trafficked with the 
false promise of work. In Rakhine State, Myanmar, for example, traffickers lure victims with offers of 
transportation to international job markets. From countries such as Cambodia and Thailand, 
women are trafficked regionally and internationally to other booming sex markets in countries, 
such as Japan and Korea. These victims are often exploited for sex work due to their licit wages not 
being high enough to support their families.  33

 
It is estimated that one-third of the prostitutes in Cambodia are under the age of 18 , with the 34

majority of them being Vietnamese. These vulnerable children in Cambodia who become victims of 
the domestic sex trade are abused and often killed. These girls are subjected to torture by electric 
shock in underground dungeons under the brothels to keep them compliant and ready to work. 
Poor economic conditions drive women and children into this industry, which may seem to be 
more attractive than their regular jobs on the surface, but the reality is certainly not the case. In 
addition, increasing demands for brides in wealthier countries such as China provides another 
reason for trafficking.   35

 
Although women and children are mainly affected by sex trafficking, they are also victims of forced 
labour or traditional slavery. According to the United Nations, forced labourers account for 18 
percent of all human trafficking victims. For instance, Thailand is infamous for its fishing industry 
because it is heavily supported by slave labour.  Victims are often lured into forced labour, 36

believing that their jobs would be legitimate and able to provide a steady income. Other times, 
victims are kidnapped and forced into service.  
 
Similarly, victims of child trafficking are often exploited for forced labour, including work in 
factories, agriculture, fishing, and construction, sexual exploitation, including child prostitution or 
child pornography, forced marriage, or begging. In Vietnam, from 2012 to 2018, there was an 
increase in the number of trafficked victims referrals arriving in the United Kingdom from 135 to 
739.  These children are commonly sold to traffickers by consenting parents, who receive 37

payments or other forms of compensation..  38

 
Current known regional pathways for child trafficking include children from Cambodia to Thailand 
for begging, girls from Vietnam/Myanmar to Cambodia/Thailand for sexual exploitation, and girls 
from Laos to Thailand for domestic or factory work.  Furthermore, trafficking of children from 39

32 Ibid. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Ibid. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
37 https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/vietnams-human-trafficking-problem-is-too-big-to-ignore/ 
38 https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi415 
39 Ibid. 

10 



 

Southeast Asia is increasingly directed outside of Southeast Asia, often from Bangladesh to the 
United Arab Emirates, the Philippines to Costa Rica, and Thailand to South Africa.   40

 
Possible Solutions  
Investment in Female Education/Public Awareness 
Many cases of human trafficking, especially women and children, are due to the lack of education 
and awareness. Women and children are often lured into trafficking by a false promise of a better 
life or employment. To counteract this, governments could establish awareness campaigns to 
advocate for women’s rights through the improvement of women’s and girls' education. 
Establishment of educational centers or public awareness campaigns would heighten public 
concern around human trafficking and educate women to take the necessary precautions. Though 
this solution may be harder and more expensive to implement, it would be a possible long term 
solution to the issue.  
 
Implementing Stricter Border Control 
Most trafficking occurs inter-regionally as traffickers are able to bribe border guards and officials to 
pass through Southeast Asian national borders. By implementing stricter border controls and 
punishment for offences, countries can discourage traffickers or even stop some trafficking from 
occurring. In addition, countries could implement strict guidelines for border guards and 
government officials. A main reason that traffickers are able to bring victims across borders is 
because of corrupt officials. By setting stricter guidelines and punishments, this would prevent 
these guards from taking bribes.  
 
However, this may only be a short term solution and may not be a viable long term answer to the 
problem. The constant improvement of technology increases the ways traffickers can navigate 
around border restrictions. 
 
Extra-Regional Cooperation 
With the assistance of other ASEAN Dialogue Partners, regional organizations, and relevant 
specialized agencies of the UN, ASEAN could enhance information exchange towards the sharing of 
critical information on the identities, movements, and activities of known transnational criminal 
organizations. Furthermore, ASEAN could seek technical assistance from said organizations 
particularly with regards to training and the acquisition of equipment for preventing and 
identifying trafficking. Broadening cooperation between countries and organizations enables the 
cutting off of trafficking supply chains since human trafficking is an interregional issue. 
 
Increasing Job Opportunities 
The sex industry emerged in Southeast Asia during the mid 20th century as a way for struggling 
migrant and local women to generate more income to support families or themselves. 
Globalization is rapidly changing Southeast Asia and has created many new job opportunities. 
However, in order to prevent young girls or women from falling victim to trafficking, governments 
could increase minimum wages or provide access to more jobs in order for people to support their 
families. When creating jobs, governments have to take into account the risk of trafficking and 
make sure the occupations provide enough wages for families. Such areas for potential new job 

40 Ibid. 
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opportunities may be the service sectors: with the rise of consumerism in Southeast Asia, countries 
could take advantage of the increase of tourism and implement more jobs around the service and 
travel industry. Furthermore, governments could also increase job opportunities for women by 
implementing rules or laws against discriminatory hiring practices.  
 
By increasing the labour force and employment rates, countries could raise their citizens' average 
incomes, thus eliminating the potential for traffickers to lure impoverished civilians through 
misleading promises of employment.  
 
Bloc Positions  
Increased Regulations 
These countries focus on implementing strict enforcement and punishment for traffickers and 
offenders. Said countries are firm believers in the principle of deterrence: by implementing harsher 
punishments, criminals are disincentivized from perpetrating crime. Countries such as Singapore, 
Indonesia, and the Philippines focus on lengthy jail sentences and penalties for trafficking 
offenders. Though some countries, such as the Philippines, have implemented campaigns to 
protect victims and raise awareness, they mainly prevent organized crime by detaining, deporting, 
and charging potential traffickers instead of employing a victim-centred approach. In addition, 
these countries may have specific task forces to combat the issue. Indonesia, for example, has 
provincial-level task forces that specifically target and prevent human trafficking. In general, these 
countries would focus more on retribution rather than rehabilitation. They would support 
increasing regulations that strengthen law enforcement, the punitive system, and jail sentences.  
 
Reformist  
Some countries take an alternative approach to combating this issue and focus on the victims and 
preventative measures. Countries like Vietnam, Malaysia, and Laos all have similar preventative 
programs that focus on raising awareness. The Reformist bloc recognizes that one of the main 
causes of trafficking is the lack of education and awareness of the problem. The bloc focuses on 
implementing assistance and assessment centers for victims and funding public awareness 
campaigns. They see the education of citizens as paramount in ending women and children 
trafficking. Countries like Vietnam have been broadcasting human trafficking awareness and the 
stories of past victims on their national television to educate their population. Other media outlets 
like bulletin boards and factory awareness programs are also solutions they have implemented. 
This method is largely for countries who believe that the mental health and care of the victims is far 
more important than purely punishment for the offender. Indeed, another focus of this bloc would 
be rehabilitation programs for the perpetrators. Principally, the countries in this bloc will largely 
focus on treating the symptoms of the crime to reduce the total number of trafficking. 
 
Non-Interventionist  
This bloc lags behind other countries in terms of human trafficking prevention and shows limited to 
no increase in efforts to combat women and children trafficking. Brunei and Myanmar have 
displayed limited efforts in prevention and are constantly ranked second-tier watch list based on 
the TVPA. These countries do not comply with TVPA’s minimum standards in combating human 
trafficking and may depend on trafficking to support their economy or may deem prevention 
unnecessary and costly. Although they may institute some methods of deterrence, such as lengthy 
jail sentences or expensive fines, these governments have not been actively seeking new and 

12 



 

creative ways to improve the situation. One potential justification for non-interventionist countries 
is that they have key informal markets that are dependent on illegal activities. For example, 
Thailand relies heavily on its red-light district in its tourism industry. However, much of the red light 
district runs on illegal human trafficking. In general, these countries may either prioritize other 
problems they face or simply disregard the trafficking situation due to the benefits it brings to their 
economy.  
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Topic B: Climate Change and Rising Sea Levels in Southeast Asia 
 
Questions to Consider 

1. What actions have your country taken to combat climate change and the rise in sea levels? 
2. Is your country supportive of international agreements to combat climate change? 
3. How does the rise in sea levels affect your country’s economy? 
4. What is causing climate change in the environment today and how do these changes occur? 

 
Overview 
Since the start of the 20th century, the average sea level has risen by 16-21 centimetres, and with 
precise data gathered from satellite radar, it is estimated that there will be a 30 cm rise in sea level 
per century.  
 
Coastal land is home to millions of people in Southeast Asia. With a recent study by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), referred to by some as a “doomsday report,” it 
is suggested that rising sea levels could flood three times more land than previously predicted. If 
this study proves to be accurate, Southeast Asia is extremely vulnerable, and the people and 
businesses near the coastal area are at risk of submersion or flooding. The rising sea levels in 
Southeast Asia have been driven by man-made greenhouse gas emissions, climate change, 
warming waters, heavy rainfall, and accelerated melting of ice in the Arctic and Antarctic.  41

 
ASEAN countries are particularly at risk of rising sea levels. Bangladesh, Vietnam, Indonesia, and 
many more have millions of their population located in the coastal regions. A study showing the 
multiple climate hazard index indicates that countries like the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam 
are highly susceptible to typhoons and tsunamis due to the rise in sea levels.  
 
In fact, Indonesia, as the world’s largest archipelagic state, has more than 17,500 islands and over 
81,000 kilometres of coastline. These coastlines are highly populated with millions of people, and 
all activities in the coastal region, such as marine transportation, offshore industry, naval industry, 
resource extraction, fish cultivation, and tourism have become an important part of the Indonesian 
economy. Other countries like Thailand and Vietnam are also at risk. Ho Chi Minh City and Bangkok 
are predicted to slip underwater by 2050, and millions of people in Vietnam’s Mekong Delta, the 
country’s fertile rice farming region, could be forced to flee coastal areas.  
 
Timeline  
1990: The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) releases its first assessment report, 
suggesting that the global average temperature will increase between 0.15 degrees Celsius and 0.3 
degrees Celsius per decade from 1990 to 2005.   42

 
1992: The United Nations Conference on the Environmental and Development is held in Rio de 
Janeiro. The meeting establishes the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  43

41 https://reliefweb.int/report/viet-nam/rising-coastal-sea-levels-pose-threat-cities-vietnam-and-thailand 
42 https://environment.asean.org/asean-working-group-on-climate-change/ 
43https://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol 
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1995: The First Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC is held in Berlin. Members outline specific 
targets on emissions, accept the scientific findings on climate change by the IPCC, reject uniform 
policies in favour of flexibility, and call for “legally binding mid-term targets.”  44

 
1997: The Conference of Parties takes place in Kyoto, Japan. Members adopt the Kyoto Protocol, 
outlining the greenhouse gas emissions reduction obligation for Annex I countries. No ASEAN 
nations are Annex I countries.  45

 
2007: The Bali Road Map is adopted at the 13th Conference of Parties in Bali. The Road Map 
highlights the work that needs to be done under negotiating “tracks” in order to reach a secure 
climate future.  46

 
2007: ASEAN nations adopt the Singapore Declaration on Climate Change, Energy, and the 
Environment to affirm their commitment to UNFCCC and to contribute to sustainable development 
despite rapid economic growth.  47

 
2008: The first commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol begins. 37 industrialized countries 
and the European community commit to the binding targets for greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  48

 
2013: Batasan, Philippines, is hit by a 7.2-magnitude earthquake followed by thousands of 
aftershocks. The local topography becomes unstable and Batasan’s three neighbouring islands 
collapse downward, making them more vulnerable to the surrounding water.  49

 
2015: 195 countries, including nine out of ten ASEAN nations, signed the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement, agreeing to limit the rise in the average global temperature to below two degrees 
Celsius by curbing carbon emissions.  50

 
2019: The National Water Resource Commission (NWRC) approves a 412 million USD plan to 
combat drought and floods in addition to improve drainage and water quality in Thailand.  51

 
Historical Analysis  
Ever since the Industrial Revolution began in around 1750, the production of greenhouse gasses 
and other toxic materials have polluted the environment. Industrial activities, such as burning fossil 
fuels, refining iron ore, and smelting materials, have all been an immense contributor to global 
warming. Carbon dioxide is one of the most potent greenhouse gasses due to its radiative forcing. 
During the process of mining coal, oil refining, and burning fossil fuels for transportation, heating, 
cooking, manufacturing, and electricity generation, more carbon dioxide is being released into the 
atmosphere than is being removed naturally through the sedimentation of carbon: the process by 

44https://unfccc.int/cop3/resource/docs/cop1/07.htm 
45 Ibid. 
46 https://unfccc.int/process/conferences/the-big-picture/milestones/bali-road-map 
47 https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/eas/dec0711.pdf 
48 Ibid. 
49 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/22/world/asia/philippines-climate-change-batasan-tubigon.html 
50 https://unfccc.int/news/asean-countries-join-forces-for-climate-action 
51 https://theaseanpost.com/article/bangkok-sinking-fast 
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which carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasses are absorbed into the ocean or other bodies of 
water.  This ultimately causes carbon dioxide concentrations to increase in the atmosphere. Apart 52

from the burning of fossil fuels to support the increase of factories and population, rural-to-urban 
migration has also disturbed the earth’s ability to stabilize carbon dioxide concentrations. As more 
and more countries shift from Stage 2 to Stage 3 in the Demographic Transition Model and develop 
from an agricultural to an industrial economy, migrants from rural areas flock to cities, which 
creates greater emissions because new infrastructure must be built in urban environments to 
accommodate migrants. In fact, the oldest tide gauges and coastal sediment preserved inside the 
swamps and marshes show that the sea level began to rise around 1850.  This occurred around the 53

time period of the Industrial Revolution when people began burning coal to propel steam engines. 
 
However, industrialization is a relatively recent phenomenon in Southeast Asia. Much of the 
industrialization in the region has only occurred since the early 1960s, with the most significant 
increases occurring in Singapore, Thailand, and the Philippines. Due to its industrialization 
occurring later than other nations, Southeast Asia’s greenhouse gas emissions have been relatively 
low in per capita terms than advanced economies. That, however, is starting to change largely 
because of its increased reliance on coal and fossil fuels. Between 1990 and 2010, carbon dioxide 
emissions in the region have been increasing faster than anywhere else in the world.  Small 54

factories, manufacturing a variety of products, and the chemical industries in Thailand and 
Indonesia slowly dominated the region. These factories contribute to water and land pollution by 
acidifying rain, causing chemical spills, and improperly disposing of toxic waste. Moreover, as more 
advanced economies that had their Industrial Revolution decades before the shift towards a 
cleaner energy source, Southeast Asia lags behind and continues to rely on fossil fuels to support 
its rapidly expanding economy.  
 
Deforestation has been prevalent in Southeast Asia as a part of its urbanization process. Indonesia 
and Malaysia are home to the world’s largest forestlands, but those trees are cut down to make way 
for farms in order to feed its growing populations. In addition, draining peat swamps releases 
thousands of tons of CO2 trapped in the soil. The problem is then compounded when farmers burn 
the dry peat, releasing the gas more quickly and spreading the smoke to neighbouring countries 
since 1997.  
 
To prevent the continuation of climate change and the rising sea levels and its dire predicted 
outcomes, government leaders began to discuss ways to stem the outflow of greenhouse gases. In 
1997, the first global agreement, the Kyoto Protocol, was signed by 41 countries, the European 
Union, and all members of ASEAN. Yet despite the commitments made by those countries, fossil 
fuel usage, specifically coal, has since increased. The protocol was flawed since the start, as it did 
not include the world’s largest and fastest-growing economies. Furthermore, developing countries, 
including China, were excluded from binding targets, and the United States did not participate. The 
rise in global emissions and the lack of a comprehensive global agreement lead to its failure. By the 
end of its first commitment period in 2012, it was apparent that the target of reducing global 
greenhouse gas emissions by 5 percent against 1990 levels was unachievable. Although the 

52 https://scialert.net/fulltext/?doi=jest.2016.301.316 
53 https://ocean.si.edu/through-time/ancient-seas/sea-level-rise 
54https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2018/09/southeast-asia-climate-change-and-greenhouse-gas-
emissions-prakash.htm 
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emissions in developed countries fell by 1 to 2 gigatonnes (Gt) of CO2 per year, this was largely due 
to the 2008 financial crisis that caused major factories to shut down.  Furthermore, ten countries 55

were only able to achieve their targets by buying carbon credits, meaning 0.3 Gt CO2 per year of the 
claimed reduction were not the true cuts.  56

 
Past Action  
The Kyoto Protocol 
As parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), ASEAN 
nations signed the Kyoto Protocol in 1997.  The protocol focused on implementing global efforts to 57

combat climate change and rising sea levels by reducing greenhouse gas concentrations. The 
agreement acknowledges that due to an individual country’s economic development, they have 
different capabilities in combating climate change. This acknowledgement, therefore, puts the 
obligation to reduce greenhouse gas emissions on developed countries or Annex I nations, 
industrialized nations that were members of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD). No ASEAN countries are Annex I parties. However, the Kyoto Protocol 
ultimately failed as many nations saw the economic and political costs of the Kyoto Protocol as 
outweighing the benefits. Others believed the set standards for greenhouse gas emissions were too 
optimistic and did not take into account issues like global shipping. 
 
ASEAN Declaration on Environmental Sustainability 
The Declaration on Environmental Sustainability was signed at the 13th ASEAN Summit in 
Singapore in 2012. The declaration stressed the importance of committing to multilateral and 
regional sustainable development and environmental agreements in order to “achieve the 
common goal of a clean and green ASEAN.”  The efforts include enhancing public awareness, 58

strengthening law enforcement, and promoting environmentally sustainable practices.  
 
The Paris Agreement  
The Paris Agreement, signed in 2016, is an agreement within the UNFCCC (United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change) dealing with greenhouse gas emission mitigation, 
adaptation, and finance. The deal aims to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions in order to limit 
global temperature increases. The pact provides a pathway for developed countries to assist the 
developing nations in climate mitigation and creates a framework for transparent monitoring and 
reporting countries’ individual and collective climate goals. Although the Paris Agreement and the 
Kyoto Protocol both address the issues of climate change and rising sea levels, the Paris Agreement 
requires all countries, developed and developing, to do their part in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. Another notable difference between the two is that the Kyoto Protocol set penalties for 
noncompliances whereas the Paris Agreement incurs no penalties for failing to meet its proposed 
targets.   59

 
Bali Road Map and Bali Action Plan 

55https://www.newscientist.com/article/2093579-was-kyoto-climate-deal-a-success-figures-reveal-mixed-res
ults/# 
56 Ibid. 
57 Ibid. 
58 https://asean.org/?static_post=asean-declaration-on-environmental-sustainability 
59 https://www.nrdc.org/stories/paris-climate-agreement-everything-you-need-know#sec-whatis 
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The Bali Road Map and Bali Action Plan were adopted at the 13th Conference of the Parties in 2007 
in Bali. The Bali Action Plan, which is included in the Bali Road Map, consists of five main 
categories: shared vision, mitigation, adaption, technology, and financing.  All ASEAN nations have 60

supported and agreed to make efforts to adopt the Bali Roadmap and Action Plans. The plan is a 
comprehensive process to enable effective and sustained implementation of the convention 
through long-term cooperative action from the signing to 2012 and beyond. The convention’s 
vision is to reduce emissions, which is a major factor in rising sea levels, in the long-term.  
 
Current Situation  
Rising Sea Levels 
According to a recent report by the World Economic Forum (WEF), at least 20 million people have 
been displaced from their homes due to extreme climate.  In fact, the IPCC lists all ASEAN nations, 61

except for Singapore, as the top 50 countries that will experience severe weather impacts. The 
report also explained a “tipping point” of climate change: the point when the effects of climate 
change will be irreversible. Unless greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions can be reduced to zero in the 
coming years, ASEAN nations may face the inevitable transformation of their respective climate and 
must adapt plans to cope in the future. 
 
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam already experiences high flooding rates. Currently, 23 percent of the city 
area experiences flooding, and this number is expected to reach 36 by 2050.  With the flooding 62

depth increasing threefold, the damage on real estate and infrastructure could total up to 9.4 
billion USD over the next 30 years.  The United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) estimates 63

that the cost for adaptation in developing nations could range between 140 billion USD to 300 
billion USD per year, and will double by 2050.  
 
The rising sea level is also annually causing irreversible damage in Jakarta. At the start of 2020, the 
greater Jakarta area was deluged again, causing 66 deaths and 100,000 to be displaced. Indonesia's 
plan to defend against the rising sea levels, named the “Giant Sea Wall,” will cost around 42 billion 
USD.  The eight-kilometre seawall will be built along the coastline and the project also includes 64

constructing a water reservoir to reclaim land. In some parts of the city, buildings are sinking at a 
rate of eight inches per year. In addition, the citizens in Jakarta are pumping too much 
groundwater for drinking and growing crops, causing the land underneath them to collapse. If the 
Indonesian government cannot find a viable alternative to hydrate its people, the sea wall may be 
rendered useless. 
 
Unlike Indonesia, Thailand is finding an alternative to flood walls as they “create uneven exposure 
to future flooding, with urban economic areas protected while marginalized groups such as 
farmers, fishermen, and rural communities are exposed to losses and damage,” says Danny Marks, 
a researcher on urban climate resilience. The World Bank estimates that during the devastating 
flood of 2011, Bangkok suffered a loss of 46.5 billion USD and the city’s greenery was reduced from 

60 Ibid. 
61 https://theaseanpost.com/article/rising-sea-levels-put-asean-cities-risk 
62 Ibid. 
63 Ibid. 
64 https://www.wired.com/story/jakarta-giant-sea-wall 

19 



 

40 percent to 10 percent. This may lead to more floods as the additional water would no longer be 
absorbed by plants.  
 
Finally, the Philippines is one of the most threatened countries in terms of coastal flooding. 
According to the non-profit science organization Climate Central, it is expected that some parts of 
the nation’s capital are expected to be underwater by 2050.  After the 2013 earthquake in Batasan, 65

Philippines, the topography of the island shifted, leaving residents in the area more exposed to 
flooding.  To combat this crisis, the government has implemented relocation programs for 66

residents in threatened zones. However, some residents have a powerful connection to their 
hometowns and refuse to leave their homes as their livelihoods depend on the sea.  
 
Unsustainable Energy Sources 
Fossil fuels account for more than three-quarters of global GHG emissions. Although all ASEAN 
nations have ratified the Paris Agreement, according to the Southeast Asia Energy Outlook 2019 
released by the International Energy Agency (IEA), energy demand in Southeast Asia will grow by as 
much as 60 percent by 2040. With energy demand increasing, coal demand is projected to rise 
steadily over the coming decades.  67

 
Harvard Kennedy School’s Ash Center states that Vietnam’s coal use, in particular, grew 75 percent 
from 2012 to 2017. Not surprisingly, with Vietnam’s fast-growing economy at a rate between 6.5 and 
7.5 per year, it is in need of an energy source that is inexpensive, rather than the more costly and 
sustainable alternative.  However, despite these financial challenges, Vietnam has made great 68

strides towards using more renewable options. According to a 2017 report by the World Wildlife 
Fund for Nature (WWF), Vietnam’s Sustainable Energy Alliance highlighted that 100 percent of 
Vietnam’s power could be generated from renewable energy sources like hydropower, solar, and 
wind by 2050.  With Vietnam’s growing economy, the country has been able to invest in 69

sustainability, demonstrating that economic development and sustainability could go hand in 
hand. 
 
Countries facing similar challenges are Indonesia and the Philippines. In Indonesia, the Perusahaan 
Listrik Negara (PLN), a state-run electricity firm, stated that the coal used for electricity generation 
could increase by around 12 percent in 2019 from the demand. In the Philippines, the four biggest 
energy firms in the country have plans to more than double the current coal capacity in the next six 
years.  This will lead to increased carbon emissions and negatively contribute to climate change. 70

 
Dealing with Southeast Asia’s fossil fuels reliance is imperative: not only are coastal areas at risk of 
flooding and countries at risk of extreme weather events, but the IEA has also warned that the 
number of annual premature deaths associated with air pollution would rise by 200,000 from 
450,000 by 2040 due in part to fossil fuel use.  71

65 Ibid. 
66 https://www.interaksyon.com/politics-issues/2020/02/25/162925/philippines-climate-change-impact/ 
67 https://theaseanpost.com/article/asean-losing-its-battle-climate-change 
68 https://theaseanpost.com/article/vietnams-growing-demand-energy 
69 Ibid. 
70 Ibid. 
71 Ibid. 
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Possible Solutions  
Construction of Sea Walls 
Rising sea levels is one of the most pressing issues that ASEAN nations face. Some cities, such as 
Jakarta and Ho Chi Minh City, are already facing severe flooding and may even be entirely 
submerged in the near future. It is critical that at-risk countries receive a fast and efficient solution 
to the issue. By mixing concrete, boulder, steel, or gabions, countries could create sea walls that 
surround the coastlines of countries facing flooding in order to provide more time for citizens to 
move away from the location or give the government more time to react and implement other 
solutions. These projects would be costly but would offer a fast and effective solution. However, 
constructing these sea walls is not a long term solution to climate change and rising sea levels, as it 
only temporarily stops the cities from submerging. Cities like Jakarta are already attempting to 
build a sea wall to combat the rising sea levels; unfortunately, they face other problems like citizens 
pumping too much groundwater, which would collapse the ground underneath and destabilize the 
sea walls. This solution is most useful for countries currently at-risk needing a short term solution 
that could show results instantaneously.  
 
Transition to Sustainable Energy 
Fossil fuels and coal are used as a main source of energy in ASEAN countries. Burning fossil fuels 
emits numerous air pollutants that are harmful to the environment and contribute greatly to global 
warming. Some of the said pollutants include sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, mercury, and 
particulate matter.  With ASEAN nations heavily dependent on these unsustainable energy 72

sources, governments could implement a restriction or a ban in order to pivot to a cleaner future. 
Failure to move away from fossil fuels will accelerate the rise in sea levels and contribute negatively 
towards global warming in the long term. However, this solution may pose some challenges to 
some less developed countries, as fossil fuels are one of the most affordable and effective energy 
generators. That said, more developed nations would have to demonstrate that economic growth 
and sustainable development could be achieved simultaneously. Vietnam, for example, has made 
great strides towards a more sustainable future by making efforts to transition into cleaner energy 
sources and could play a guiding role in this solution. 
 
Enhancing Regional Cooperation 
ASEAN has participated and been involved in many treaties and agreements to support a cleaner 
and more sustainable future. However, it has failed to achieve the agreed standards or limits 
numerous times. Compared to developed countries, many ASEAN nations are just recently starting 
to develop economically. Similar to the Paris Agreement and Kyoto Protocol, ASEAN could form its 
own treaty, which heavily focuses on regional issues and sets achievable standards. This solution 
would not only fit the economic status of the countries but also allow ASEAN nations to play a 
leading and active role in combating climate change. This solution would require ASEAN countries 
to become totally transparent with their emission records and strictly commit to following the 
agreed standards. Furthermore, nations would share relevant technology, data, scientific findings, 
and research on the issue. Punishments could be implemented in order to discourage nations from 
deviating from the standards.  

72 https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/hidden-costs-fossil-fuels 
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Bloc Positions  
Industrializing Nations 
As the majority of ASEAN nations, especially Cambodia, Myanmar, are only recently starting to 
industrialize and see economic growth, the demand for energy will rise with it. To keep up with the 
rapid increase in energy demand while taking into consideration the state of its economy, countries 
in this bloc would have to resort to the cheapest and easily available energy sources: fossil fuels, 
natural gas, and coal. These are all non-renewable energy sources that emit large amounts of 
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere and contribute greatly to climate change and rise in sea level. 
A transition to more sustainable energy sources would not be the top priority for these countries, as 
they are forced to mainly focus on supporting the fast-growing economy and expanding 
population. Despite not focusing on transitioning to cleaner energy sources, these countries are 
some of the most vulnerable nations that can be greatly affected by climate change. Countries in 
this bloc still rely on agriculture as a main sector of their economies, but the rise in sea levels will 
have detrimental effects on their farmlands. For example, Cambodia has been working with the 
United Nations Development Programme to expand climate infrastructure and build early warning 
systems for those working in water management and agriculture.  Countries in this bloc most 73

certainly want a more renewable future, but with their rapid economic growth, combating climate 
change and the rise in sea levels is not their main focus.  
 
Reformist 
The countries in the Reformist bloc are generally more developed nations in Southeast Asia and 
have shifted focus from industrialization and expansion to focusing on developing a cleaner future. 
Countries including Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, and the Philippines fit the description 
for this bloc. In fact, some of these countries have already implemented their voluntary emission 
mitigation targets, such as Indonesia’s target of emission reduction of 26 percent from previous 
average rates by 2020, and Malaysia’s reduction of 40 percent in non-renewable energy spending 
based on GDP by 2020 compared to 2005 levels.  Thailand has also set a target of transitioning 74

towards renewable energy sources to provide 30 percent of its energy by 2036.  Despite Vietnam’s 75

rapidly growing economy and its plans to prioritize coal as the main source of energy, it has made 
plans to convert to renewable sources, such as hydropower, solar, and wind. It has set multiple 
targets to produce 12 gigawatts (GW) of energy via solar and 6 GW through wind by 2030.  The 76

Philippines has also made great strides towards a cleaner future. The country has planned to lower 
electricity costs by developing solar rooftops.  In addition, with Singapore’s flourishing renewable 77

energy ecosystem, the country can offer technical assistance, established financial institutions, and 
interested investors who can help Southeast Asia become renewable energy leaders. All in all, these 
countries focus on striving towards a more sustainable future by reforming its energy use towards 
renewable energy.  
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