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Vancouver Youth Model United Nations 2019 
  

Hello delegates, my name is Nathan Shin and it is my pleasure to be 
your director of the Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee 
(SOCHUM) for VYMUN 2019. As your director, I hope to create both 
a safe environment in which you can feel free to express your ideas 

and represent your countries, as well as an educational experience that introduces you to the 
world of Model United Nations. Overall, I hope that you will engage in rich discussions, 
forge new friendships, and have a rewarding weekend. This year, we will examine two 
important topics.  
 
Our first topic addresses social justice activism and government suppression and intervention. 
With the advent of social media and increased technological capabilities, activism is 
becoming more sophisticated, yet traditional movements such as protests are still very much a 
part of many cultures. With this comes government suppression, as activists are often 
advocating for ideologies that are incompatible or unsavoury to the government. Government 
intervention, especially violent retaliation, can be seen as unjust and abusive to human 
rights – therefore a solution that ensures safety and justice is critical. 
 
Our second topic tackles the disparity between well-developed and underdeveloped nations, 
with an emphasis on technology. There is no denying the chasm between the rich and the 
poor in modern society, and the same goes for the international community. Navigating the 
many political potholes while ensuring that international support is beneficial for all parties is 
difficult, but necessary for reducing global imbalances. Finding ways to boost 
underdeveloped nations is paramount to a prosperous and equitable global future. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
sochum@vymun.com. I hope you all have a productive and enjoyable conference, and I look 
forward to meeting you all in October.  
 
Sincerely, 
Nathan Shin 
Director of SOCHUM | VYMUN 2019 
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Topic 1: Government Suppression of Social Justice Activism 
 
Questions to Consider 

1. What constitutes activism?  
 

2. Do governments have the right to suppress any social justice activism? What if the 
messages being propagated such as racist or hateful speech go against the nation’s 
ideologies? 
 

3. In special circumstances, can the freedoms of speech and assembly be ignored?  
 

4. Is social justice activism effective? Could it possibly be dangerous? 
 

5. How might governments better regulate activist movements without being oppressive 
or overly restrictive? 

 
Overview 

Activism can take many forms and can stem from a variety of factors. We will be 
considering government suppression of social justice activism. Defined by the Online 
Etymology Dictionary, activism is the policy or practice of “advocating energetic action” , 1

while the social justice aspect emphasizes a change in the socio-economic culture that 
activists are trying to bring about. From boycotts to strikes to protests and more, activism is a 
common way of letting citizens express their beliefs. Most movements go largely unheralded 
– most activism movements do not gain enough traction or recognition to be considered 
seriously. However, on the rare occasion that social justice movements do become prominent, 
they can become powerful entities and can have a large influence. For example, if an entire 
union decides to go on strike, the industry is going to be heavily affected and the workers will 
be going without wages, so both sides are incentivized to compromise.  
 

Political activism is activism with the aim to involve public officials.  Lobbyists put 2

pressure on political figures in order to encourage the change that they wish to see. This type 
of activism is typically seen in democratic or non-authoritarian societies, as the officials are 
elected and therefore are more willing to listen to the wishes of their population. A recent 
example is the People’s Climate Change March 2017, in which hundreds of simultaneous 
marches were held across the US in order to prompt legislators into reconsidering the laws 
for the environment.  
 

1 https://www.etymonline.com/search?q=activism&ref=searchbar_searchhint 
2https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/online-political-activism-among-young-people-in-sub-saharan-africa/1130
98 
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Many prominent social justice activists have become internationally recognized in 
recent years. For example, Malala Yousafzai won the Nobel Peace Prize for her work in 
advocacy for female education.  Her peaceful activism has played a huge role in helping 3

women around the world get access to education, and individuals like her and many others 
are inspiring others to follow suit. Harriet Tubman, Martin Luther King Jr., Gloria Steinem, 
are a few individuals that are considered leading advocates and activists of their time in their 
respective fields of abolition, civil rights, feminism. Groups such as March for Our Lives, 
Black Lives Matter, and others have thousands of members supporting their cause. Critics of 
activism often say that these means are not effective in getting the desired end result. Indeed, 
a large portion of activist movements do not gain any traction and essentially stall without 
enacting much change. Yet as these individuals and groups show when activists are noticed 
and recognized, the implications are large for the government and society. 
 

Sometimes, activists are so well-known and are so forceful in pushing their agenda 
that governments who do not accept these ideas choose to push back and oppress the 
progressives. Government suppression of social justice activism infringes on the basic human 
rights laid out by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). In particular, Articles 
19 and 20 of the UDHR state that all persons shall have freedom of opinion and expression, 
and of peaceful assembly and association.  Routinely, however, governments break this 4

conduct and dispel of notions that they are not comfortable with, denounce them, or go 
against their political agenda. The suppression of legal activism is one of the largest problems 
in non-democratic countries, and the inhumane treatment of activists and restrictive societies 
to which citizens are subjected to is a contentious topic for many nations. 
 
Timeline 
1877: The Great Railroad Strike is caused by poor work conditions on the railroads in the 
US. Lasting 45 days, they caused the deaths of several hundred people as well as several 
hundred more injuries. The riots are deemed so severe that President Hayes sent in the federal 
police to intervene.  5

 
1917: The conscription crisis in Canada is caused by a disagreement between the French and 
English Canadians on conscription. The protest has become so violent that Canadian soldiers 
are ordered to fire on the crowds in order to disperse the uprising.   6

 
1953: The East German uprising begins with construction workers going on strike, which 
turns into a widespread uprising against the German Democratic Republic the following day. 

3 https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2014/yousafzai/biographical/ 
4 https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 
5 https://gcdd.org/images/Reports/us-social-movements-web-timeline.pdf 
6 https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/foundation_gr9/blms/9-1-4c.pdf 
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This movement involves more than one million people with 5 police officers, 55-125 
civilians killed and 17 missing.   7

 
1954: By the mid 20th century, African Americans have endured enough of racism towards 
them and started the civil rights movement in order to fight for equality. Police arrested 
peaceful protesters and suppressed activists using high pressured water jets.  8

 
1973: Students in Athen demonstrate their rejection of the Greek military junta by going on 
strike and barricading themselves inside the buildings of the Law Schools of the University of 
Athens. The uprising quickly escalates and ends in bloodshed with a tank crashing through 
the gates of Polytechnic.  
 
1989: Tiananmen Square Protests or the June Fourth incident is student-led protests. They are 
sparked by the death of pro-reform party member Hu Yaobang and started April 4, 1989. The 
protests are forcibly ended when the Chinese government declared martial law and sent the 
military to occupy the central districts of Beijing.  
 
2010: Anti-austerity movement is provoked by plans to cut public spending and raise taxes as 
austerity measures in order to solve the Greek government’s debt crisis. Police brutality is 
reported by media such as the BBC, The Guardian, CNN and the New York Times.  
 
2011: Protesters call for the resignation of President Bashar al-Assad in Syria, the latest 
uprising in the so-called “Arab Spring”. Beginning with pro-democracy demonstrations, the 
police soon start violently repressing these protests, only escalating the situation. This soon 
caused the ongoing Syrian Civil War.   9

 
2014: In Venezuela, anti-Maduro (the standing president) protests start, and quickly turn 
violent. Soon, the government greenlit police to fight back and on March 13, 3 protesters are 
shot down. The police were authorized to patrol the streets of Caracas with tear gas and 
rubber bullets to deter protests. 
 
2019: The ongoing Hong Kong protests have been sparked by a proposed extradition bill 
allowing the extradition of criminals to the Democratic Republic of China. Multiple protests 
have ended in rioting, and the police have used rubber bullets, teargas and other forceful 
means of suppressing protesters.  10

 

7 https://timeline.com/tagged/social-justice 
8 https://timeline.com/tagged/social-justice 
9 https://timeline.com/tagged/social-justice 
10 https://timeline.com/tagged/social-justice 
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Historical Analysis 
For a significant portion of human history, civilizations have often been dominated by 

a ruling class, sometimes known as nobility, the gentry, the elites, etc. This small group of 
individuals has had disproportionately large amounts of power and influence over a state’s 
affairs, and this power imbalance often left the middle and especially lower classes to suffer 
through any mismanagement of the nation. A great example of this is 19th century England, 
where the gentry promoted the concept of inequalities within the population. Social 
Darwinism, as it was later known, was the notion that “certain people become powerful in 
society because they are innately better,... used to justify imperialism, racism, eugenics and 
social inequality.”  11

 
Although considered deeply problematic today, this ideology was ingrained in the 

society of the time. The upper class viewed lower classes as necessary for the more menial 
jobs and tasks, while members of their own status were ‘educated’ and ‘civilized’. Any 
attempt of climbing the social ladder, obtaining better living conditions, or campaigning for 
equality was promptly quashed, with the elites worried of any endangerment to their status. 
Although non-governmental and in a form we are not familiar with, it serves as a model 
under which conditions for social justice activism might occur. Namely, with an oppressive, 
unconstitutional, and restrictive society combined with discontent, unrest, or calls for change 
from the citizens, activism will take place. 
 

Activism, in one form or another, has occurred in most political societies at some 
point in history. In 1877, the United States experienced one of its first major activism 
movements with the strike of tens of thousands of workers along the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad (B&O). Triggered by the third reduction of wages in that year, this incident was 
compared to the Paris Commune of 1871, which was still fresh in the minds of local 
residents.  To resolve this, the government sent in armed troops to disperse the activists, and 12

over 100 people were reported to be killed in the ensuing clashes. A century later, Rosa Parks 
would refuse to give up here seat on a bus to a white person, and her reputation as the 
“mother of civil rights”  grew from there. This lead to a year-long Montgomery bus boycott 13

and forced the government to recognize the flaws of their justice and social systems. A few 
decades after that, the 1989 Massacre at Tiananmen Square, although not officially 
recognized by the government, occurred in which thousands of protestors were killed. 
Anti-gun protests have been happening in the US in response to three mass shootings in many 
weeks, including events organized by students.  
 

Social activism is deeply rooted in our modern culture, yet different places have 
different methods of dealing with it. Some cultures embrace the questioning of held beliefs or 

11 https://www.history.com/topics/early-20th-century-us/social-darwinism 
12 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Great-Railroad-Strike-of-1877 
13 https://www.nps.gov/features/malu/feat0002/wof/rosa_parks.htm 
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social values, while others find this to be a threat to their power and actively suppress any 
potentially dangerous movements. 
 
Past UN Action 

The United Nations, while seemingly uninvolved in dealing with violent protests, 
does not take this topic lightly. This is evident in statements from UN bodies that denounce 
human rights violations. Moreover, the UN believes “informing is not a crime,” and seeks to 
eliminate social justice oppression. The UN has been vocal in monitoring governments for 
their role in human rights by producing a number of human rights watch organizations and 
bodies. These bodies have been created to fulfill all human rights obligations - and in this 
case, to uphold the freedom of expression, a right that is recognized internationally. Using 
different activism tactics such as rallies, boycotts, and interventions, are all protected under 
the principle of freedom of expression. It is important to note that the UN, in this sense, has 
been heavily focused on protecting the freedom of expression for citizens, and have often 
urged governments to comply with citizens' demands in a peaceful and cooperative manner.  
 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) was founded in 
1993 with the intention to mandate, promote, and protect all human rights universally. This 
body is dedicated to providing assistance towards governments, using their expertise and 
technical training as a means to combat corruption and remind governments of human rights 
obligations. In areas of “administrative justice, legislative reform, and electoral process”  the 14

OHCHR seeks to assist entities to protect human rights and encourage governments to 
implement a standard of responsibility. With the organization's presence in fields worldwide, 
they have implemented regional offices away from headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland as a 
strategy to “mainstream human rights at the country level”. Among the training the OHCHR 
provides, they are active in fulfilling human rights obligations and “helping strengthen 
national institutions and civil society”.  

 
Besides official United Nations bodies, a vast majority of Non-Government 

Organizations (NGO’s) have been formed to hold governments responsible for standardizing 
human rights. Most notably, Amnesty International has been a dominating NGO in 
alleviating human rights abuses worldwide. Established in 1991, Amnesty International was 
founded as a democratic movement, striving to influence legislative policy and strengthen the 
international human rights framework. With more than 7 million supporters, Amnesty 
International holds a campaign named “Write for Rights” where students write letters directly 
to ministers, urging them to release prisoners whose rights were being abused and 
unenforced. Besides “Write for Rights”, the NGO has been vital in paving a road for nations 
to comply with human rights and using social justice activism in order to do so.  

 

14 https://www.ohchr.org/ 
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To put in perspective, in the events of Hong Kong in the summer of 2019, the 
OHCHR called on authorities to “engage in an open and inclusive dialogue aimed at 
resolving all issues peacefully” . The UN has noted they agree with the credible evidence 15

against law enforcement officers using “anti-riot” measures in order to control the protests. In 
videos shared across the media, the Hong Kong police have been accused of excessive force 
against protesters; using rubber bullets and batons to quell the ongoing riots. The UN has 
publicly urged the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region authorities “to ensure security 
personnel comply with the rules of engagement, and where necessary, amend the rules of 
engagement for law enforcement officials in response to protests where these may not 
conform with international standards,'' Mr. Colville, the spokesperson for the high 
commissioner, stressed.  
 
Current Situation 

While many governments claim they uphold the freedom of expression and press, the 
current climate in society has proved this to be wrong. With citizen journalism on the rise, 
advocacy for human rights injustices has risen to unparalleled heights. On the daily, social 
media movements have become an integral part of society and a tangible way for citizens to 
participate in political affairs. These movements have been subjected to provide citizens with 
accurate information regarding current events, and different opinions on the media. Besides 
social activism in the form of social media, protests and other physical forms of advocacy 
have been consistently rejected and ignored by nations with high suppression of human 
rights. As said before, some believe it is an active threat to the sovereignty of a nation and is 
not in the power of the people to demand change. Although this is an outdated opinion, it still 
stands today. The effectiveness and rate of legitimate change has been doubted and criticized 
by many, questioning if social activism has actual influential power.  
 

Currently, a number of social justice and reform protests have been dominating the 
headlines. Most notably, the Hong Kong anti-extradition bill protests have entered the third 
month of unrest, and tensions have risen to the point where violence is now commonplace. 
These protests started in response to an extradition bill that would allow criminals in Hong 
Kong to be extradited to mainland China for prosecution. For many living in Hong Kong, this 
was seen as an encroachment on the rights and freedoms of the Hong Kongese people. Since 
1997, when the British handed overrule to China, Hong Kong and China have been in a ‘one 
country, two systems’ agreement by which Hong Kong can maintain its own legislature and 
rule of law (known as Basic Law), among other things.  

 
This agreement was supposed to last for 50 years after the transition of power, yet 

China now claims it has “complete jurisdiction” over Hong Kong. To the millions who 
identify as a “Hong Konger”, this was unacceptable. The extradition bill has since been 
shelved, but calls for Carrie Lam to step down as Chief Executive of Hong Kong have 

15 https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/08/1044141 
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commenced.  In response, Hong Kong police have sent squadrons of anti-protest officers to 16

quell the movement. What started out as a relatively peaceful protest has since morphed into 
one of violence and chaos. Numerous suicide deaths linked to the protest have turned the 
situation dark, and anti-riot police have resorted to using tear gas, rubber bullets, and batons. 
Seven prominent organizers were arrested in late August, and face up to five years in prison.  17

With China not-so-subtly gathering troops near the border, selling ‘Robo-Cop’ style armour 
to Hong Kong police, and rotating fresh troops to monitor the situation, fears grow that 
violent retribution is in the works.  With a history of such events, the international concern 18

of a bloody or inhumane end to the conflict persists.  
 
In response to this, Beijing has taken an active approach to ensure that the protests do 

not spill over to mainlanders. The government has persisted on criminalizing those who 
support Hong Kong, and have intimidated protest sympathizers. Using propaganda to rally up 
Chinese citizens, the state media has blocked pro-Hong Kong messages and sent text 
messages encouraging outpours of anti-democracy support. The information gap has left 
Chinese citizens, namely students, confused and influenced by state media propaganda. 

 
In the volatile Russian federal state, Chechnya, a significant number of human rights 

injustices have occurred in recent years including “torture, kidnappings, and the persecution 
of gay men”.   These human rights injustices have been investigated by dominating NGOs 19

such as Amnesty International and Memorial, condemning the Russian state in a failure to 
uphold the most basic human rights. Most notably, the persecution of activist Oyub Titiyev 
on grounds of possessing illegal drugs was “an affront to justice”  stated by the Russian 20

activist group Memorial Society. The society pushes to advocate for human rights in Russia 
and monitors Russia and other post-soviet states to alleviate the abuses ongoing in the 
sovereign state. His arrest was followed by the disappearance of Natalya Estemirov, who was 
the leader of Memorial. The Chechnya government has denied all allegations in response to 
the social outcry over Titiyev’s arrest and continues to suppress and penalize citizens for 
advocating for their human rights.  

 
From an environmental perspective, ambassadors both young and old have been 

pushing for results in climate change from nations, using measures to convince politicians 
this is a cause worth fighting for. Greta Thunberg is a 16-year old activist who recently sailed 
across the Atlantic Ocean in order to reduce emissions on her way to a UN conference on 
climate change . The People’s Climate Movement in 2017 signified one of the largest 21

climate change movements and brought awareness to many issues regarding the environment. 

16https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/with-threats-and-propaganda-china-tries-to-silence-suppo
rt-for-hong-kong-protests/2019/09/06/72ab704c-cfb0-11e9-a620-0a91656d7db6_story.html?noredirect=on 
17 https://www.cnn.com/asia/live-news/hong-kong-protest-arrests-intl-hnk/index.html 
18 Ibid. 
19https://www.france24.com/en/20190319-russia-titiyev-titiev-chechen-human-rights-activist-sentenced 
20 Ibid. 
21 https://time.com/5663534/greta-thunberg-arrives-sail-atlantic/ 
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Her journey was followed by social media, inspiring youth worldwide to become a catalyst 
for climate change. This physical form of activism has sparked debate worldwide, criticizing 
if this method is effective and tangible towards pursuing results in climate change .  22

 
Although not expressed, many other social activism forms take place internationally. 

The examples above are simply mere situations where governments have generally oppressed 
citizens for their own advantage. To run a fully functional democracy requires a citizen’s 
voice; and in these nations, human rights and opinions become a matter of last priority. Social 
justice was founded to support government accountability and encourage change in states 
where change is not always viable. Considering that activism on an international scale has 
risen to trend, there is a dire need for less suppression on influential matters. As the UN 
recognizes that oppression often falls to failure, there has been a sudden increase for demands 
for investigations into ongoing injustices in suppressive nations. These demands have called 
on nations to comply with citizens in listening, tolerating, and understanding the matters they 
advocate for instead of silencing and negatively influencing their opinions. With this, there is 
an urgent need to find a multifaceted solution that addresses all nations and leads to a long 
term goal of global harmony.  
 
Possible Solutions 
Prohibiting Government Involvement in Activism Movements 

One solution would be to simply ban all governments from engaging in suppressive 
acts when it comes to social justice activism. In this way, activists are kept safe and fears of 
being arrested or forcibly removed are lessened. However, with this in place, many more 
activists and groups are likely to appear with a wide variety of agendas. Except for the largest 
and most organized of these attempts, governments are more likely to ignore all but the 
biggest of them, even more so than they already do. Furthermore, countries with controlling 
governments are likely to have other ways of limiting social activism that would avoid direct 
contact with movements while still being just as effective, including taxation or other hurdles 
that make life even more difficult. 
 
Punishing Countries that Violate Human Rights 

As previously mentioned, when dealing with activists there are often human rights 
abuses also involved. Stifling activism is considered a form of censorship, and though many 
countries routinely partake in these measures, a strong case can be made that they are 
disobeying Articles of the UDHR. Global sanctions, cutting off trade, and other means of 
international punishment, such as those placed on North Korea for violating the 
non-proliferation treaty, can be used by the international community to reprimand or 
discourage the inhumane treatment of activists. 
 
 

22 https://peoplesclimate.org/ 
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Allowing for Government Involvement in Activism Movements 
In stark contrast to the first possible solution, this solution would allow government 

regulation of activism movements. While not condoning human rights violations, other 
suppressive measures that do not harm the citizens may also be used to maintain a nation’s 
agenda and continue the propagation of only ideas that benefit the government. Merits of this 
solution include keeping order within a country, as well as one stance being disseminated by 
a single country.  
 

The solutions listed are certainly not a comprehensive list. Though they may provide a 
foundation on which to build and expand a more thought-out solution, delegates can also 
create their own solution with nuances and clauses that suit their own needs while 
compromising with other countries to form blocs. 
 
Bloc Positions 

For this topic, bloc positions will likely be segregated by government stance. For 
example, countries in favour of the freedoms of peaceful speech and gathering without 
repercussions tend to be on the more lenient side of the debate, whereas countries that censor 
and closely monitor the social ongoings of its citizens are more likely to be labelled as 
stringent or even oppressive. 
 
Established Democracies 

On one hand, countries such as the United States, Canada, Germany, and the United 
Kingdom actively try and promote discourse and are accepting of the many social justice 
movements all across the country. Though the government may not agree, in modern times 
intervention often is not deemed necessary except in the case of security and precautions. 
Nations with similar mindsets also have a relatively clean record of human rights abuses. 
Suppression is seen as unconstitutional and differing viewpoints and ideas are embraced. 

 
Emerging Democracies 

There exist certain countries that do exert some type of control over activism within 
its borders, though not at the same level as the category below. These countries are not as 
liberal and accepting as some, but they generally allow for activists to propagate their 
messages, as long as it is not slandering the government or violent in the matter. Examples 
include countries in Eastern Europe such as Poland and Slovenia, where activists are usually 
trying to promote progressive or radically different stances, such as whether or not to allow 
the free flow of immigrants into the country. 
 
Non-Democratic Governments 

Countries like China have spotty human rights records at best. Known for its 
widespread censorship and government crackdowns, citizens live in fear of falling out of 
favour with the central government. The result is that activism diminishes and problems are 
left unexposed and not discussed. On the rare occasion that activists do try and make a 
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statement, these countries are quick to react and are unafraid to resort to violence or 
intimidation tactics to get their way. In the case of China, both past and present situations 
have become large enough so that the government takes action.  
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Topic 2: Global Technology Gap 
 
Questions to Consider 

1. Are there major differences, both tangible and intangible, between nations that are 
considered ‘developed’ and nations that are considered ‘undeveloped? What are they 
and how do they impact the population there and elsewhere? 
 

2. Is it necessarily a bad thing to have different ‘classes’ of nations? If yes, is it possible 
to mitigate the disparity? If so, how? 
 

3. Whose responsibility is it to ensure that developing nations are becoming more 
advanced? The nation itself or other already industrialized countries? 
 

4. How much should we be willing to spend (money, time, resources etc.) helping out 
other nations as opposed to focus on improving our own? 
 

5. What role does technology have to play in the differentiation of these nations? 
 
Overview 

 Through the course of history, the disparity between developed and developing 
countries has grown. Developing nations were formerly known as third-world countries; 
however, that term has since been deemed derogatory due to its association with poverty, 
which is not always the case. However, these two characterizations are correlated, and 
poverty often occurs because underdeveloped nations do not have the means to lift their 
citizens into more prosperity. 
 

It is important to note that not all disparity is international. In fact, domestic poverty is 
equally if not more common. It is evident in the homeless people on the streets mere blocks 
away from million-dollar houses, and Fifth Avenue is a short subway ride away from East 
Harlem. However, because the United Nations is an intergovernmental body, we will be 
focusing on the disparity between developed and developing nations. 
 

Nations are classified according to the United Nations’ Human Development Index, 
and are each given a purchasing power parity score, which essentially can be summarized as 
a score that symbolizes how strong a currency is and how much power a citizen of a country 
has on the global market. According to Oxfam, 42 million people (0.8% of the world’s 
population) have control over almost 45% of the global wealth.  23

23 https://www.visualcapitalist.com/worlds-millionaires-live/ 
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Regional Composition of Global Wealth Distribution in 2018  24

 
As shown by the graph above, wealth is clearly concentrated in certain regions of the 

world. 
 

Although there are many angles from which to approach the disparity between 
nations, one of the most talked about solutions is foreign aid. Each year, nations around the 
world donate or lend vast sums of money to each other, to the tune of hundreds of billions of 
dollars. Who gets how much, whom is the money coming from, and what are they expected 
to do with it are all concerns that are not as straightforward as they might seem. “In 2016, 
only about 19.8% of traditional aid went to the world’s least developed countries, … down 
from 23.7% in 2015 and a peak of 26.9% in 2010”. Among countries that now receive less 
aid than they did in 2010 are Côte d'Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ghana, 
Mozambique and Senegal.  Geopolitical reasons and ulterior motives are often to blame for 25

fraud. Self-interest is always a factor when considering international agreements, and “nation 
states are more likely to give aid to their trade partners over their non-trade partners”  26

resulting in a mismatch between need and fulfillment. Corruption within governments can 
lead to money being siphoned into other projects or bank accounts, and the international 
community has failed to reach commitments made half a century ago. There are cases to be 
made that more harm comes from giving aid than good, and sometimes countries may not 
even want to give or accept foreign aid for valid reasons.  
 

24 https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/1/22/18192774/oxfam-inequality-report-2019-davos-wealth 
25http://theconversation.com/why-the-worlds-poorest-countries-dont-always-get-the-foreign-aid-they-need-9437
1 
26 Ibid 
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Finally, technology is often blamed for inequalities, especially regarding income. 
Though technology itself does not create poverty, it allows for larger wealth creation. In other 
words, it makes the rich richer, nonetheless increasing the income gap. As globalization 
expands, many wonder whether trade has something to do with disparity. Now that 
outsourcing to cheaper markets is an option, local businesses who require higher fees to 
survive often fall by the wayside, and the competitive market is such that contractors are 
often bidding for a lower price in desperation for a contract. This leads to incomes remaining 
stagnant for the workers and a diminished possibility for growth. 

 
Timeline 
1770s: The start of Great Britain’s Industrial Revolution marks the beginning of a prosperous 
time for developed countries. Although GB is widely considered the first to experience such 
an era, other countries later follow suit. 
 
1947: The Organization for European Economic Co-Operation (OEEC) is founded to aid the 
administration of North American aid through the Marshall Plan after World War II. 
 
1960: The Development Assistance Group (DAG) is founded by the OEEC with the mandate 
to “achieve accurate and comparable data reporting by its members on their aid flows to 
developing countries”.  With the introduction of the OECD the following year, the name was 27

subsequently changed to the Development Assistance Committee (DAC). 
 
1961: The OEEC becomes the Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development 
(OECD), reflecting the shift towards global economic health. 
 

27 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Development_Assistance_Committee 
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1965: The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is founded, coordinating 
“global and national efforts to [find solutions to global and national development] priorities 
laid out by host countries”.  28

 
1990: The Human Development Index (HDI) is created to help the UNDP gauge levels of 
development in nations across the world. 
 
2010: A 7.0 magnitude earthquake rocks the small island nations, killing hundreds of 
thousands. International aid came swiftly in the form of financial donations, resources, and 
medical and humanitarian crisis staff from many different nations. Despite this, Haiti is still 
reeling from the effects a decade later, and has yet to fully rebuild. 
 
Late 2011 or early 2012: Different sources cite different dates, but the world’s population 
surpasses 7 billion people at around this time, just over 12 years since the population reached 
6 billion, 24 years since 5 billion, and 37 years since 4 billion. 
 
2014: China’s adjusted GDP reaches $10 trillion for the first time. Despite this, the large 
population boom ensures that the country remains a developing nation, albeit one doing better 
than many of its peer nations. 
 
2015: The number of primary-school-aged children stands at 61 million, down from 100 
million just fifteen years prior. 
 
2015: The global literacy rate stands at 86%, up from just 42% in 1960. While developed 
countries enjoy rates in the upper-90s, sub-Saharan Africa languishes in the mid-60s.  29

 
2017: GDP per capita is just shy of $60,000 in the United States. In Burundi, the GDP per 
capita was around $700 USD in this same year.  30

 
Historical Analysis 

The disparity between countries can often be linked to historical aspects that enabled 
countries that we now consider advanced to possess those advantages. For example, Europe, 
and in particular Great Britain experienced a huge boom with the commencement of the 
Industrial Revolution at around the middle of the 18th century. This enabled machinery to 
replace the jobs of humans and provide a much faster, more efficient, and economically 
feasible alternative than crafting everything by hand. The Industrial Era also quickly spread 
to other countries in the rest of Europe, as well as in North America. However, where this 
industrialization did not initially spread were places like Africa, and South America, whose 
industrial ages came much later and in different, less sustainable forms such as mining. 

28 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Development_Programme 
29 https://ourworldindata.org/literacy 
30 www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 
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Even before the industrialization of the world came the colonial periods, in which 

more advanced populations ‘conquered’ and settled in other regions that were not native to 
them. In many cases, this brought about a power imbalance, such as slavery. Immediately, the 
disparity had already begun to form, as the healthy, wealthy, and dominant races ruled over 
the less fortunate ones. Even within comparatively rich nations, social hierarchy was still 
very prevalent, and as the saying ‘inequality breeds inequality’ suggests, things were no 
different when expanding territory. 

 
Sickness was rampant in colonial territories, as the native inhabitants were not used to 

dealing with foreign viruses. This killed off much of their population, and made it especially 
hard for them to prosper afterwards. Those who survived were often forced to overwork the 
land. In the case of Haiti and the French, much of the land is now infertile because of over 
planting and lack of diversity in crop plantations in the preceding centuries. Conversely, the 
Dominican Republic is doing comparatively better because the Spanish were more cautious 
and mindful when industrializing their territory. Although this is a gross oversimplification, 
the larger point remains that the historic events and actions that took place in a nation have 
had a large role in shaping what we now know today as ‘developed’ and ‘underdeveloped’ 
nations.  

 
While sending the spoils of their conquests back home to whichever country was their 

motherland, the exploited territories for the most part were not able to see any of the profits. 
Though contributing to global modernization, these regions were left in the dark, and 
remained either specialized in their exports or underdeveloped in many of the ways we 
typically consider for a developed nation. The lack of transportation, clean water, reliable 
food source, health care, etc. prevented these regions from having a solid foundation from 
which to build a prosperous nation. The quality, availability, and prevalence of education 
began to diverge, and disparities began to emerge. 

 
The economic market, and economic diversity, are widely considered to be key 

cornerstones of a healthy nation. A lack of foundational infrastructure meant that economic 
systems in many developing countries were similarly underdeveloped. Unable to compete, 
and more importantly, innovate in the global market, these nations continued to do what they 
had done in the past. As the Western World grew upwards and outwards, enjoying an 
increased quality of life, developing nations remained largely where they had started. An 
artifact of this in modern times are technologies such as mobile phones, and clothing. 
Oftentimes, you will see consumer goods labelled ‘Designed in the USA’ but also ‘Made in 
Bangladesh’, the USA representing development and Bangladesh representing 
underdevelopment. This is not always the case: China for example has become a relatively 
prosperous nation with a large international presence. They have cultivated their industries 
into a booming economy. Sadly, this is not account for every scenario, and because cheap 
labour can be supplied in places like South Asia, corporations will take their manufacturing 
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operations there. The exploitation of workers is common, and they don’t see much of the 
profits they generate and usually work for very low sums of money. Yet, they are trapped into 
labour because other options are not readily available, and they need to provide for 
themselves and for their families. 
 

Population growth is another key factor that can dictate a nation’s development. For 
example, the Philippines’ population exploded from under 78 million in 2000 to over 108 
million in 2019 , and this is not an anomaly. Many countries have had population booms, 31

which while providing more potential sources for GDP, also puts a strain on resources 
available in that country. Compared to Japan, which is considered a very developed country 
and has an aging population, the difference is stark. In economics, there is an idea called the 
Malthusian principle. T.R.Malthus, a Georgian-era economist, proposed that while food 
supply growth is linear, population growth is exponential. This would sometime in the future 
lead to something called a Malthusian catastrophe, in which a shortage of food would occur. 
To a certain extent this has happened, and although not quite as calamitous as he had claimed, 
its effects are being felt, especially in nations already hard-pressed for prosperity.  
 
Past UN Action 

The United Nations has had a vested interest in aiding developing countries for a long 
time, and this is evident in the many agencies and programmes that are dedicated to this 
issue. In 1960, the Development Assistance Committee was founded by the Organization for 
European Economic Co-Operation (now referred to as the Organization for Economic 
Co-Operation and Development) with the mandate of “being the venue and voice of the 
world’s major donor countries”.  Agencies such as the United Nations Development 32

Programme (UNDP), Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Organization for Economic Co-Operation 
and Development (OECD), and the World Trade Organization (WTO) have become 
significantly influential in the efforts to address this topic. In fact, reducing inequalities 
remains one of the UN’s sustainable development goals, known as the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG). Goal 10 expresses that “inequality persists and large disparities 
remain regarding access to health and education services and other assets” and that “there is 
growing consensus that economic growth is not sufcient to reduce poverty if it is not 
inclusive and if it does not involve [economic, social, and environmental] dimensions of 
sustainable development”.  33

 
The UNDP, which “advocates for change and connects countries to knowledge, 

experience and resources to help people build a better life for themselves”  is a dedicated 34

body in reducing poverty and has been involved in over 170 countries in humanitarian 

31 https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/philippines-population/ 
32 Ibid. 
33 https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/inequality/ 
34 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Development_Programme 
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missions, “advancing the global sustainable development agenda”.  The benefits of 35

sustainability are immense, resulting in the disparities between the rich, more developed 
countries and the poverty-stricken developing countries being reduced. The UNDP provides 
“expert advice, training, and grant support to developing countries, with increasing emphasis 
on assistance to the least developed countries”  and encourages countries to make inroads 36

into solving poverty and health-related issues; among many other agenda items. 
 

As the Children’s Fund, UNICEF encompasses a wide variety of issues. Education 
has been promoted as one of the best ways of elevating a country, and UNICEF set a goal  to 
provide “universal access to quality higher education by eliminating gender and wealth 
disparities”.  The deadline was 2015, and though the world was unable to achieve the goal, 37

“91 per cent of primary-school-age children were enrolled in school in 2015.” Lagging 
behind the rest of the globe, “the challenge is most acute in Sub-Saharan Africa, where the 
net enrolment rate stood at 79 percent in 2015, and although the number of out-of-school 
children of primary school age declined globally from 100 million to 61 million between 
2000 and 2015, progress has stalled since 2007”.  As a result, UNICEF has made a strategic 38

education plan for different countries, grading them qualitatively from Weak to Championing 
on different measures and suggesting a next course of action. 

 
OECD is concerned largely about inequality, and launched the Centre for Opportunity 

and Equality which “is a platform for promoting and conducting policy-oriented research on 
the trends, causes, and consequences of inequalities in society and the economy”. With 
divisions such as Gender and Innovations, the OECD is a key source of data and research on 
disparities between and within nations. The WTO is focused as the name suggests on trade, 
and in particular its relation with income convergence. The WTO has found that “in a world 
economy marked by increasing income gaps between poor and rich countries trade can be a 
factor in bringing about convergence in incomes between countries, and “trade-related 
income convergence is accompanied by faster growth in the liberalizing countries”.  39

35 https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/about-us.html 
36 https://www.sciencedaily.com/terms/united_nations_development_programme.htm 
37 https://www.unicef.org/eap/what-we-do/education 
38 https://data.unicef.org/topic/education/primary-education/ 
39 https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres00_e/pov2_e.pdf 
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Current Situation 

 
 40

In the infographic above, there is both good news and bad news regarding inequality, 
though the positives still have a lot of room for improvement. The income of the bottom 40% 
of the population growing faster than the national average is a start, but even that should be 
expected: if you are in the top income brackets, the acceleration of income growth should be 
quite a bit harder to obtain. For example, a worker moving from a $10/day job to a $15/day 
job is great progress that hopefully is becoming easier to obtain. However, a billion dollar 
company growing to a billion and a half in most cases is quite a bit more difficult. 
 

LDCs are the least-developed countries as classified by the United Nations. And 
although they are in need of support from the international community, they are considered 
least-developed instead of a developing region because they do not show much signs of 
improvement and, in some cases, do not even attempt to rectify their classification. 
Developing countries, on the other hand, are nations who are actively trying to better their 
situation. Critics argue that sending money to LDCs who have consistently shown no signs of 
improvement is a waste of resources, whether due to corruption, mismanagement, or other 
reasons. Instead, they argue that developing regions should be the recipients so that the aid 
can be utilized effectively. Unfortunately, developed nations often take advantage of LDCs to 
create stringent trade agreements, and “it doesn’t take long for the foreign aid to become 
more about what it can do for businesses and special interests more than what it does for 
those who receive it”.  41

40https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Infographic-Reduced-Inequalities.pd
f 
41https://connectusfund.org/20-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-foreign-aid-to-developing-countries 
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 42

Recent analysis shows that income convergence, the lessening of the pay gap between 
countries, is gaining prevalence. For example, the average Asian citizen as of 2014 makes 
25% of the average American citizen, up from 14% in 1990. This is remarkable growth and 
shows the world is trending in a more equitable direction. However, it is important to note 
that 25% means that this demographic is only making a quarter of citizens of developed 
countries like the USA, which is still not a large number at all. In addition to this, cost of 
living is another aspect that needs to be considered. According to the Economists Big Mac 
index, which serves as a measure of how expensive a country is, China registers at $3.05, 
while Canada and the US come in at $5.08 and $5.58 respectively.  This is a distinct gap, but 43

the price of a burger in the United States is not even close to four times the amount in China. 
China and India, two of the world’s largest producing economies, have been attributed for 
much of this reduction in disparity. China’s GDP alone jumped tenfold from $1.2 trillion 
USD in 2000 to over $12 trillion in 2017. In comparison, the United States’ economy went 
from just over $10 trillion USD to almost $20 trillion, not quite doubling its GDP in the 21st 
century. 
 

Despite the efforts to address this, “80% of the world’s population lives on a salary of 
$10 or less per day”.  This is less than the minimum wage in many developed countries, and 44

highlights the remaining differences between societies. According to the OECD, “the average 
income of the richest 10% of the population is about nine times that of the poorest 10% 
across the OECD, up from seven times 25 years ago”, and “only in Turkey, Chile, and 
Mexico has inequality fallen, but in the latter two countries the incomes of the richest are still 
more than 25 times those of the poorest”.  45

42 https://www.un.org/ldcportal/the-2018-triennial-review-of-the-ldc-category/ 
43 https://www.statista.com/statistics/274326/big-mac-index-global-prices-for-a-big-mac/ 
44https://connectusfund.org/20-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-foreign-aid-to-developing-countries 
45 http://www.oecd.org/social/inequality.htm#innovation 
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One of the most noticeable differences between the developed and developing world 

is literacy rate. “In Ghana, for example, only 50 percent of children complete grade 5, and of 
those, less than half can comprehend a simple paragraph”, and Sub-Saharan Africa had a 
literacy rate of around 60% in 2013 compared to the rest of the world, which was around 85% 
in that same year.  Literacy is a key factor for the health and development of an economy, 46

and “effective literacy skills open the doors to more educational and employment 
opportunities so that people are able to pull themselves out of poverty and chronic 
underemployment”.  47

 
Regarding technology, both textual literacy as well as technological literacy are 

increasingly important as the world modernizes and technology advents itself further in 
society. The United Nations recognizes technological growth as one of the best ways to lift a 
country out of poverty. One specific example is lowering the costs of transferring money 
back to a person’s home country, also known as remittance. The UN Sustainable 
Development Goals site also asserts that “innovations in technology can help reduce the cost 
of transferring money for migrant workers” , thus allowing remitters and their families to 48

become more well-off financially and help contribute to a less impoverished society. Mobile 
phones and other communication networks allow people and businesses across the globe to 
connect with one another, and automation in industrial settings is making the production of 
manufactured goods easier and cheaper. Machinery, computers, and the like have manifested 
themselves in daily operations, and learning how to assimilate into modern society is critical 
for the prosperity, health, and sustainability of a large percentage of the world’s population. 
In addition to being cheaper in the long run due to economies of scale, some hazardous jobs 
are no longer required for humans to do with the advent of robots and automated machinery. 
Improving safety and quality of the working environment is important for a society and 
business structure that respects its workers. As technology advances, job openings are created 
especially in the science and technology areas. Of the world’s STEM graduates in 2016, over 
half came from China and India alone.  In large part thanks to technological modernization, 49

China has become the leading exporter of goods in the world, with exports valued at almost 
$2 trillion USD each year. 
 

However, on the flip side, this automation is taking away jobs from those who 
desperately need a source of income, but do not have the skills or education required for more 
highly-skilled professions. By replacing workers and providing a more efficient process by 
which to produce goods, workers are losing jobs typically held by humans. This type of 
unemployment is called structural unemployment, and is caused by change such as 
technological advancement. Jobs on factory assembly lines, for example, are now being taken 

46 https://data.unicef.org/topic/education/literacy/ 
47 https://projectliteracy.ca/about/the-importance-of-literacy/ 
48 https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/inequality/ 
49 http://www3.weforum.org/docs/HCR2016_Main_Report.pdf 
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over by robots who are able to work around the clock and are more efficient than people. 
Humans simply are not able to compete with machines in terms of workload, and so, 
educating and increasing the number of skilled workers has become a priority in many 
developing nations. The DAC set a goal in 1970 that member nations should devote at least 
0.7% of their gross national income (GNI) each year to official development assistance 
(ODA). As this was a convention for donor nations, this seemed like a reasonable proposal; 
however, to date only five nations have achieved this target, with the average sitting around 
0.40%. The USA spent $31.5 billion on foreign aid in 2013, which sounds like a lot until you 
realize that it was only 0.19% of their national income that year. The world in total only gave 
about $135 billion in total that year, with Norway leading the pack with an ODA/GNI of 
1.7%.   50 51

 
Possible Solutions 
Education 

Education has often been cited as one of the best ways of lifting a nation out of 
poverty or underdevelopment. Education is often associated with the future generation and 
ensuring that they are able to make financially sound choices, amalgamate into global 
society, or obtain higher education or more lucrative jobs. These are all valid and effective 
uses of education – a more informed population is more likely to be able to compete in the 
global market and innovate for the benefit of the country. However, equally as fruitful 
(sometimes literally), is the education of citizens currently in the workforce or self-employed. 
By educating current workers, the benefits can be initiated today. Using farms as an example, 
there are currently many charities working in Africa teaching farmers how to use sustainable 
methods to improve crop yield, prevent overplanting, and promote continued economic 

50 https://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/documentupload/ODA%202013%20Tables%20and%20Charts%20En.pdf 
51https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/dcr-2017-12-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/dcr-2017-12-en 
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growth. Among the methods is the use of demonstration farms , which are exactly what they 52

sound like. Good agricultural practices are physically demonstrated on these farms, which 
farmers can then model and employ on their own fields. 
 
Aid and Charities 

Aid organizations are often also very prevalent in developing countries. 
Non-governmental organizations (NGO) do a large share of the work, helping to improve 
human rights, welfare, and alleviate poverty independently of governmental  agendas. 
Notable NGOs include Oxfam, BRAC, and CARE. In the case of Oxfam, their goal is to 
“tackle the root causes of poverty and create lasting solutions”.  A lot of these bodies are 53

also United Nations-based, which means that they are international and span multiple 
countries. These bodies are a great place to collaborate with other nations to provide 
resources for those in developing regions. Solutions might include increasing government 
subsidies, promoting these organizations, and assisting them in getting their aid to the 
necessary location.  
 
Financial Aid 

Finally, financial aid is often critical to the success of developing nations. 
Independently, or with other like-minded nations, crafting a funding plan for developing 
nations, including specifics like what percentage of funds will be allocated to which 
country/continent and for what purpose, can be very effective in alleviating poverty and 
improving industry. Financial aid can be used for many things, from subsidizing different 
industries, to funding survival resources for a population, and it is one of the most common 
ways for a developed country to aid a developing country. However, when foreign aid is 
brought up, it is almost always in a positive light, as aid is deemed to be a good thing in the 
minds of most people. However, that is not always the case. In most instances, only a small 
percentage of the initial donation, money or resources, actually make it to the intended 
industry, or organization, or even the right issue. Corruption within governments is an 
enormous issue, and foreign aid is incredibly easy to mismanage. Foreign aid can drive local 
prices up, and for some make it even harder to get by than before. Further, foreign aid is often 
offered with ulterior motives, such as gaining a stronger foothold in a region, or boosting 
friendly nations while ignoring others with whom frostier relations are held. Most 
importantly, foreign aid has not consistently proved to be an effective method of reducing 
disparity. The goal is not to make a country wealthy, rather it is to help a country’s citizens 
survive and keep them afloat. While potentially helpful in the short run, foreign aid most 
often does not have plans for sustainable development into the future. 
 
Bloc Positions 

Most countries can be broadly classified into two different categories: donors and 
recipients. Countries often contain both aspects; for example, Canada gives out over $6 

52https://theconversation.com/demonstration-farms-can-help-revolutionise-african-agriculture-79675 
53 https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=4288 
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billion dollars in foreign aid each year  to a host of different nations, but also receives over 54

$30 million from the United States as well, mainly for development in infrastructure projects 
that are mutually beneficial for the two countries. However, it is generally clear which side a 
nation falls on – Canada is globally considered a developed nation and is in some ways 
expected to provide financial aid. If it is not clear, which can be the case for nations near the 
middle of the spectrum, then that in itself can be a position to take. Israel, for example, “were 
among the first to set up emergency hospitals in Haiti” after the devastating 2010 earthquake, 
yet “ranks near the bottom of free-market economies in providing foreign aid to developing 
nations”  and receives over $3 billion from the United States in economic and military aid 55

each year.  In such a case, delegates can argue that some aspects of foreign aid are 56

mandatory and important, while other aspects have a lower priority. Among your decisions to 
make is whether or not aid it is even necessary to give aid to developing countries at all.  
 
Donors and Developed Countries 

To many, foreign aid is seen as the cornerstone of international cooperation. Wealthy 
individuals volunteering or donating to charity is a microcosm for the public service and aid 
that happen at the international level. After a natural disaster, international response saves 
countless lives and reduces the suffering for millions. Foreign aid can bolster countries 
financially, strengthen transnational and intergovernmental relations, alleviate the harmful 
effects of poverty, and even help a nation to become more independent, all without direct 
interference or meddling with the local politics or social climate. Oftentimes, the gifting 
nation is also rewarded for their generosity. One popular way is something called a donor 
caveat, in which a receiving nation must ‘qualify’ for aid. Examples include guaranteeing the 
purchase or selling of a specific percentage of items to the nation, or the gifting nation 
loaning out the money with a small interest rate attached over a long period of time, 
generating profits. 
 
Middle Ground (Developing Countries) 

Developing countries occupy the grey area between developed and least developed. 
Though varying in wealth, these nations often are on the receiving end of aid, yet also can 
generate some money to give to other countries in even more need. Slightly 
counterintuitively, even some less well-off countries opt not to partake in aid, citing reasons 
of further imbalance of wealth and power and local industry degradation among other 
reasons. Countries with similar economic status or geographic location may band together to 
create policies that are beneficial yet also generous.  
 
Recipients (Least Developed Countries) 

The opposite of donor countries are the recipients, to which the financial aid flows. 
These nations are financially destitute and accept support in any form. Many are corrupt and 

54 http://cidpnsi.ca/canadas-foreign-aid-2012-2/ 
55https://www.latimes.com/world/middleeast/la-xpm-2013-jun-08-la-fg-israel-foreign-aid-20130609-story.html 
56 https://explorer.usaid.gov/cd/ISR 
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little effort is being made to dig the country out of the developmental hole it has found itself 
in. Oftentimes, corruption is also rampant and economic and industrial prospects are not 
good. However, there is cause for hope; with focused, restructured aid directed at areas of 
most concern, it is possible for these countries to advance, improve citizens’ living 
conditions, and become more prosperous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 



 

Sources Cited 
 
“About Us.” UNDP, United Nations Development Programme, 2019, 

www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/about-us.html 
 
Acemoglu, Daron. “Technology and Inequality.” The National Bureau of Economic Research, NBER, 2003, 

www.nber.org/reporter/winter03/technologyandinequality.html. 
 
Ayres, Crystal. “20 Advantages and Disadvantages of Foreign Aid to Developing Countries.” ConnectUS, 14 

Feb. 2019, 
connectusfund.org/20-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-foreign-aid-to-developing-countries. 

 
Ben-David, Dan. “Trade, Growth and Disparity among Nations.” World Trade Organization, 2000. 
“Big Mac Index Worldwide 2018.” Statista, The Economist, Jan. 2019, 

www.statista.com/statistics/274326/big-mac-index-global-prices-for-a-big-mac/. 
 
“Canada's Foreign Aid.” CIDP Canadian International Development Platform, 2015, 

cidpnsi.ca/canadas-foreign-aid-2012-2/. 
 
Desjardins, Jeff. “Where Do the World's Millionaires Live?” Visual Capitalist, 17 Nov. 2014, 

www.visualcapitalist.com/worlds-millionaires-live/. 
 
“Development Finance and Policy Trends.” OECD ILibrary: Development Co-Operation Report 2017, 

Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development, 2017, 
www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/dcr-2017-12-en/index.html?itemId=%2Fcontent%2Fcomponent%2Fdcr-20
17-12-en 

 
“Education.” UNICEF East Asia and Pacific, United Nations Children's Fund, 

www.unicef.org/eap/what-we-do/education. 
 
Epstein, Mark J., and Kristi Yuthas. “Redefining Education in the Developing World (SSIR).” Stanford Social 

Innovation Review: Informing and Inspiring Leaders of Social Change, 2012, 
ssir.org/articles/entry/redefining_education_in_the_developing_world#. 

 
“Foreign Aid Facts That Matter.” The Borgen Project, borgenproject.org/foreign-aid/. 
 
Fourie, Willem, and Albert Luthuli Centre. “Why the World's Poorest Countries Don't Always Get the Foreign 
Aid They Need.” The Conversation, 2 Aug. 2019, 
theconversation.com/why-the-worlds-poorest-countries-dont-always-get-the-foreign-aid-they-need-94371. 
 
“The Importance of Literacy.” Project Literacy Central Okanagan Society, 

projectliteracy.ca/about/the-importance-of-literacy/. 
 
Leopold, Till Alexander, et al. “The Human Capital Report 2016.” World Economic Forum, 2016. 
 
“Literacy Rates.” UNICEF DATA, United Nations Children's Fund, July 2018, 

data.unicef.org/topic/education/literacy/. 
 
Lyons, Juliette. “Foreign Aid Is Hurting, Not Helping Sub-Saharan Africa.” Le Journal International - Archives, 

13 Oct. 2014, 
www.lejournalinternational.fr/Foreign-aid-is-hurting-not-helping-Sub-Saharan-Africa_a2085.html. 

29 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/about-us.html


 
 
 
Matthews, Dylan. “Are 26 Billionaires Worth More than Half the Planet? The Debate, Explained.” Vox, Vox, 22 
Jan. 2019,  

www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/1/22/18192774/oxfam-inequality-report-2019-davos-wealth. 
 
Ngumbi, Esther Ndumi. “Demonstration Farms Can Help Revolutionise African Agriculture.” The 

Conversation, 29 Apr. 2019, 
theconversation.com/demonstration-farms-can-help-revolutionise-african-agriculture-79675. 

 
“ODA 2013 Tables and Charts En.” Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development, 8 Apr. 2014. 
 
“Philippines Population (LIVE).” Worldometers, 2019, 

www.worldometers.info/world-population/philippines-population/. 
 
“Primary School Age Education.” UNICEF DATA, United Nations Children's Fund, 2018, 

data.unicef.org/topic/education/primary-education/. 
 
Project, Borgen. “Various Organizations Are Fighting over Poverty in Developing Countries.” The Borgen 

Project, Borgen Project 
Https://Borgenproject.org/Wp-Content/Uploads/The_Borgen_Project_Logo_small.Jpg, 27 Mar. 2018, 
borgenproject.org/fighting-poverty-developing-countries/. 

 
“Rating for Oxfam America.” Charity Navigator, 1 Feb. 2019, 

www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=4288. 
 
“Reduce Inequalities Within and Among Countries.” United Nations Children's Fund, 2015. 
“Reduce Inequality within and among Countries - United Nations Sustainable Development.” United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals, United Nations, 2015, 
www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/inequality/. 

 
Roser, Max, and Esteban Ortiz-Ospina. “Literacy.” Our World in Data, 13 Aug. 2016, 

ourworldindata.org/literacy. 
 
Sanders, Edmund. “Israel Ranks Low in International Giving.” Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles Times, 8 June 

2013, 
www.latimes.com/world/middleeast/la-xpm-2013-jun-08-la-fg-israel-foreign-aid-20130609-story.html. 

 
“The 2018 Triennial Review of the LDC Category | Support Measures Portal for Least Developed Countries.” 

United Nations, United Nations, 2018, 
www.un.org/ldcportal/the-2018-triennial-review-of-the-ldc-category/. 

 
“U.S. Foreign Aid by Country.” FAE: Dashboard, USAID, 13 June 2019, explorer.usaid.gov/cd/ISR. 
 
“United Nations Development Programme.” ScienceDaily, ScienceDaily, 

www.sciencedaily.com/terms/united_nations_development_programme.htm. 
 
“The World Factbook.” Central Intelligence Agency, Central Intelligence Agency, 1 Feb. 2018, 

www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/index.html. 
 
 

30 


