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Vancouver Youth Model United Nations 2019 
It is 1964, and as ministers, ambassadors, commanders, and generals, 
welcome to the advent of the Vietnam War. You are representing 
North Vietnam in this multifaceted conflict that will require 
diplomacy, wit, and strength to successfully resolve. The feud between 
North and South Vietnam is only getting worse; currently, the US — 

focused on establishing control over the region through Vietnamization — is your biggest 
enemy, but the USSR and China have decided to support the right cause. 
 

The Vietnamese people have been living under the consequences of Western 
interventionism for the last hundred years. Only when Ho Chi Minh rose to power and 
declared Vietnamese independence in 1945 was there any domestic defiance to militaristic 
Western influence. Support for the Communist government has been skyrocketing ever since 
the First Indochina War, fought between the French and the Viet Minh, as the Chinese sent 
military aid to the great Ho Chi Minh. Ho Chi Minh soon found himself leading a strong 
Communist North, with Bao Dai leading a French-backed, skewed dictatorship in the South. 
Although the Geneva conference attempted to cool both sides by setting up a temporary 
partition, the ideological discrepancies make it impossible to do so — and the conflict is 
getting worse.  
 

Recently, South Vietnam has been obtaining increased military aid from foreign 
powers, namely, the US. Delegates, as loyal members of North Vietnam, it is up to you to 
restore justice and dignity to Vietnam and proudly reclaim our homeland against the 
colonizers in the South. We have faith that you will succeed, regardless of the challenges you 
may face. Go forth, in the name of equality and justice for all.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us at 
hcc@vymun.com. We look forward to seeing everyone in October.  
 
Sincerely, 
Adam Dawood and Emma Miao  
Co-Directors of HCC | VYMUN 2019 
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Topic: Vietnam War 
 
Questions to Consider 

1. How do we balance resources between the Vietnamese army and guerrilla groups in 
enemy territory? 

2. How can North Vietnam leverage their international relations to match the resources 
of the South Vietnamese and American military coalition? 

3. How can the development of guerrilla tactics within groups like the Viet Cong change 
the outcome of the war? 

4. How can North Vietnam make use of communist uprisings in neighbouring countries? 
 
Overview 

On August 10, 1964, the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution was passed by Congress, 
allowing President Johnson to increase US military intervention in Southeast Asia, 
threatening to change the way of life that North Vietnam has fought so hard for in the First 
Indochina War. As North Vietnam uses its military resources in an attempt to liberate those in 
the South through Communism, the US grows eager to act on its imperialistic intentions. If 
South Vietnam wins, there will be lasting consequences for the standard of living and 
sovereignty of not only the Vietnamese people, but others living in Southeast Asia. The 
South, led by Ngo Dinh Diem, pretends to be a democracy, but is subjugated to the whims of 
the US, while the communist North, is supported by the USSR and China, and is led by Ho 
Chi Minh.  

 
During the Second World War, the US supported the Viet Minh. During that time 

period, the Viet Minh violently resisted the Japanese occupation and aided the Allied forces 
by giving them crucial intelligence regarding Japnese troop movements within French 
Polynesia.  However, the moment the Viet Minh stopped being useful to their foreign policy 1

goals, the US turned on us, and started to support our enemies instead.  
 

After winning the First Indochina War, the Northern portion of Vietnam was 
reclaimed by the Vietnamese people as a sovereign state, but the South continued to be 
subjected to interference by proxy powers. This divide of the North and South was agreed 
upon at the Geneva Convention of 1954, where nations such as the Soviet Union, the 
People’s Republic of China, France, and Britain agreed to institute a partition at the 17th 
parallel, with the South run by an foreign puppet and the North under an anti-imperialist 

1 https://www.britannica.com/place/Vietnam/World-War-II-and-independence  
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government called the Viet Minh, led by Ho Chi Minh.  This division was meant to be 2

temporary, with a reunification election in 1956.  The election never happened. 3

 
There were ideological, ethnic, and cultural discrepancies between the North and the 

South. The North strongly believed in the liberation and glory of Communism, and during the 
following years, it became an engaged presence, attempting to educate others about 
Communism and North Vietnamese achievements. Meanwhile, in the advent of the Cold 
War, the ideology of Communism was spreading across the world. Although the Soviet 
Union, allied with the North, and the US, allied to the South had fought together in WWII, 
there was tension between them; the US refused to recognize the USSR as a full member of 
the international community, and the rise of communism in Eastern Europe incited America’s 
fears of losing control of its global hegemony.  

 
Overseas, President Eisenhower stoked fear of the Domino Theory, especially with 

the emergence of the USSR as a global power. President Eisenhower was afraid of America 
losing influence in Asia as communist groups worked to liberate these countries from 
imperialist oppressors.  It is essential that North Vietnam set a precedent for a communist 4

state that can fight back against its oppressors so that other countries within Southeast Asia 
can be inspired to do the same. 

 
The US has actively pursued its imperialist goals in Vietnam since the end of WWII, 

first by aiding its allies, the French, in the first Indochina War, and into today’s conflict by 
going as far as to fight the war on behalf of South Vietnam. Over 700 million USD have been 
funnelled into South Vietnam since the conflict has started, and the figure is increasing by the 
day. On the other hand, China and the USSR have decided to support the right cause and are 
critical allies in order for a victory against the US. With their resources, they can fill 
shortages in manpower by building and operating Northern industry and transportation. The 
thousands of technicians and advisers being sent to the North have been essential to 
counteract the enormous military spending by the US. Generally, the USSR has given 
primarily technical assistance, equipment, and machinery, and has focused on aiding the 
heavy industrial sector of the economy, whereas China has focused on giving more basic 
materials and manpower, and has focused on the development of rail, motor, and water 
transport facilities, telecommunications, irrigation systems, and other basic civilian 
infrastructure.  5

 
South Vietnam and their Western proxies must be defeated to give the Vietnamese 

people sovereignty and liberation from self-interested foreign governments that leech off of 

2 https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/geneva-conference-begins 
3 https://nzhistory.govt.nz/files/documents/vietnam-fact-sheet4.pdf 
4 https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/domino-theory 
5 https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP78T02095R000800070021-2.pdf  
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local people. North Vietnam must persevere to retain the well-being of the Vietnamese 
people through Communism. 
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Timeline 
1883-1945: Vietnam is under French colonial rule.  
 
1941: Ho Chi Minh forms the Viet Minh. 
 
March 1945: The Japanese stage a coup, which removes the French administration. 
 
September 1945: WWII ends, and Japanese 
forces pull out of Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh 
declares Vietnamese independence and 
establishes the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam.  
 
December 1946: Hanoi, the capital of 
Vietnam, is invaded, marking the beginning of 
the First Indochina War.  6

 
July 1949: Emperor Bao Dai sets up the State of Vietnam with Saigon as the capital city.  
 
1950: The Democratic Republic of Vietnam is recognized by both the USSR and China. 
 
May 1954: Vietnam wins the First Indochina War against 
France after a decisive victory in Bien Dien Phu. 
 
July 1954: The Geneva Conference is held along the 17th 
Parallel, with only the US and the State of Vietnam refusing 
to sign the agreement.   7

 
September 1954: The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization 
is created to prevent the spread of Communism in Southeast 
Asia.  
 
October 1955: The State of Vietnam becomes a republic 
after a governmental referendum and Ngo Dinh Diem 
becomes president.   8

 
May 1959: North Vietnamese forces begin building the Ho 
Chi Minh trail. 
 

6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 
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1960: The Viet Cong is created and North Vietnam imposes universal conscription. 
 
May 1961: President Kennedy sends helicopters and 400 Special Forces to South Vietnam as 
well as authorizes secret operations against the Viet Cong.  
 
January 1962: US aircraft start spraying Agent Orange to eliminate forest cover and crops, 
causing health problems and birth defects to communities below.  
 
May 1963: Governmental forces of Ngo Diem Dinh open fire on a crowd of Buddhist 
protesters and kill 8 people. This is known as the “Buddhist Crisis”. 
 
June 1963: A Buddhist monk publicly lights himself on fire to protest the Ngo Dinh Diem’s 
discriminatory policies, quickly making news around the world.  
 
November 1963: Ngo Dinh Diem was overthrown and assassinated in a US-backed coup by 
the South Vietnamese generals.  9

 
August 1964: In the Gulf of Tonkin incident, two US destroyers were reportedly attacked by 
North Vietnamese forces, causing Congress to give President Johnson to have overreaching 
power over military decisions in Southeast Asia. This passed unanimously in the House of 
Representatives and 82-2 in the Senate. 
 
Historical Analysis 

Since the late 19th century, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia had been under brutal 
French colonial rule. The three countries were collectively known as French Indochina. The 
French justified their colonization under mission civilisatrice, a claim that it was its duty to 
colonise underdeveloped nations to modernise them.  However, instead of modernising the 10

country, they exploited natural resources and the Vietnamese people to mass-produce opium, 
salt, and rice wine for their own profit. Farmers were enslaved by French colonists, under the 
constant threat of violence, and falsely promised high wages. Once recruited, they worked 15 
hours a day, often without basic necessities like food and water, and were subject to diseases 
like malaria and dysentery due to the complete lack of support from the imperialist French 
government. One plantation owned by Michelin recorded 17,000 deaths in the mere 20 years 
between the world wars.  Even those who were not forced to work were negatively impacted 11

by the heavy taxation without representation of the Vietnamese populace. During this period, 
the French puppet in power, the Nguyễn dynasty, destroyed the livelihoods of nearly 
everyone in North Vietnam.  
 

9 Ibid. 
10 https://alphahistory.com/vietnamwar/french-colonialism-in-vietnam/ 
11Ibid 
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Soon after WWII began in 1940, Germany invaded France. When the Japanese 
Empire then invaded French Indochina, the Vichy French government allowed Japan to 
occupy Vietnam, allowing the Japanese army to use Vietnamese airports. The French 
Indochinese colonial government, now headed by Emperor Bao Dai, provided minimal 
resistance and fully cooperated with the occupational forces. As the regime was in place, the 
conditions for the North Vietnamese citizens continued to be dreadful. However, the regime 
shifted in March 1945, as WWII was ending, when the Japanese grew suspicious of the 
French colonial government’s possible attempts to take power. This lead to a coup which 
removed the French administration, giving the Japanese full control over the country.   12

 
In 1941, Ho Chi Minh created the League for the Independence of Vietnam, known to 

most as the Viet Minh, to fight off the Japanese and French colonists and colonial 
institutions.  To do this, he created an alliance with the Allied forces by providing them with 13

crucial information on Japanese troop movements in Indochina. The Viet Minh were 
patiently awaiting an opportunity to strike back against the colonizers.  

 
On September 2, 1945, the Japanese forces finally surrendered to the Allied forces. 

Mere hours later, Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh proclaimed Vietnamese independence, 
creating the Democratic Republic of Vietnam with Ho Chi Minh as president. He tried to gain 
support from the US by modelling his declaration after the US Declaration of Independence 
in 1776, but the self-interested US government refused to recognize the Viet Minh as a 
legitimate government, even though they relied on Viet Minh intelligence during the Second 
World War.  In early 1946, the French and Ho Chi Minh reached an agreement for Vietnam 14

to become a free state within the French Union, but further talks fell apart after it became 
clear that the two sides had opposing goals; the French wanted to reestablish its brutal 
colonial regime, whereas Ho Chi Minh wanted to improve the living standards of the 
dehumanized North Vietnamese people. He wanted to proclaim Vietnamese independence so 
that communism would thrive across Vietnam. Realizing that there was no organized 
opposition to his goals, Ho Chi Minh invaded the city of Hanoi on December 19, 1946, 
marking the beginning of the First Indochina War. Both sides of the war wanted to unite 
Vietnam, but only under their own terms. Ho wanted a 
communist, egalitarian Vietnam, whereas the French wanted to 
keep control and continue leeching off of the North Vietnamese 
people.   15

 
Because the French outnumbered Ho Chi Minh’s forces, 

they were overconfident in their abilities to achieve victory in 
the North as well as the South. In 1949, the French reunited 

12 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Bao-Dai 
13  https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history  
14 https://www.britannica.com/place/Vietnam/World-War-II-and-independence  
15Ibid 
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Indochina with Vietnam and proclaimed the State of Vietnam in the South with Saigon as the 
capital. Bao Dai, the savage former emperor of Vietnam, was reinstated by the French 
because they saw him as a reliable puppet. This effort was largely funded by the US, who 
only wanted a share of the profit in controlling the region.  In the North, however, the French 16

did not prevail. After the Chinese Communist Party won the Chinese Civil War in 1949, they 
began to send military aid to Ho Chi Minh, and the USSR began to send aid not long after.  17

A year later, in 1950, both the USSR and China recognized the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam in the North, legitimizing it worldwide.   18

 
As the war went on, the French public was becoming increasingly dissatisfied with 

the increasing cost of the war, and after Ho Chi Minh’s decisive victory at Bien Dien Phu in 
May 1954, the French agreed to negotiate an end to the war at a Conference in Geneva two 
months later.  The Geneva Conference was comprised of 9 countries: the US, USSR, China, 19

France, Britain, Laos, Cambodia, Viet Minh, and the State of Vietnam. It was decided that 
North and South Vietnam would both be fully independent countries that were divided by the 
17th parallel. Furthermore, elections would be held in 1956 to unify Vietnam under a single 
leader. However, the treaties were non-binding and two countries refused to sign the 
agreements: Bao Dai’s government (which was of little concern at the time) and the US, who 
overtly violated the agreements multiple times throughout the following decade.  Although 20

the French was better funded and comprised of more troops, Ho Chi Minh skillfully bested 
the opposition. 
 

Meanwhile, in 1950, Prince Souphanouvong, an admirer of the great Ho Chi Minh, 
founded the Pathet Lao in Laos. This was a communist organization that worked closely with 
the government of North Vietnam and essentially operated as a Laotian branch of the Viet 
Minh. It was extremely receptive to North Vietnamese advice and proved willing to support 
communist causes throughout French Indochina. In 1953, the Pathet Lao started a civil war 
within Laos in the name of communism to free Laos from an oppressive government similar 
to South Vietnam’s.  This benevolent movement was heavily supported by the North 21

Vietnamese government, who provided them with training and supplies. In 1957, they briefly 
gained power and maintained peace in a coalition government, but this collapsed quickly 
because of the US’s distaste for the Pathet Lao, and the foreign interference caused a 
resurgence of violence in the region. Throughout the 1960s, the Pathet Lao continued its fight 
against the royal government and the US. However, in June of 1964, the US started to drop 
bombs on Laos, directly violating Laos’ sovereignty.  Similarly, in Cambodia, the 22

Communist Party of Kampuchea has been growing in prominence with the support of the 

16 https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history 
17 https://nzhistory.govt.nz/files/documents/vietnam-fact-sheet4.pdf 
18 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16568035 
19 https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War  
20 https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/geneva-conference-begins  
21 https://alphahistory.com/vietnamwar/laos-during-vietnam-war/  
22 Ibid 
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Viet Minh. The party’s military wing, the Khmer Rouge, has carried out necessary acts of 
brutality within the country. Whereas communism within Cambodia is less prominent than in 
Laos, it is slowly gaining followers. While the Geneva Convention prevents foreign military 
presence in Laos and Cambodia, the US overtly broke them by intervening, and in response, 
the Viet Cong moved into these surrounding regions to defend against the reign of Western 
imperialism.  
 

In September 1954, the US, along with Britain, France, Australia, New Zealand, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, and Thailand, created the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization 
(SEATO for short). This was created in order to prevent the spread of communism in 
Southeast Asia. Although the State of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos wanted to join, they 
were barred from doing so because the treaties made from the Geneva Conference barred 
them from joining international military alliances, so they were merely protectorates. The 
designation as protectorates was used as a justification for the US to intervene.  23

 
In October 1955, in the South, there was a governmental referendum headed by Ngo 

Dinh Diem to decide if the State of Vietnam would become a republic. The citizens voted 
overwhelmingly for this to pass, and Bao Dai was ousted and Ngo Dinh Diem became 
president.  However, the South was still torn by dissident groups and political opponents, 24

and Diem’s governance style became increasingly autocratic and nepotistic as a result. It is 
widely believed that Diem’s brother was the actual decision maker in government. Diem 
refused to carry out the nationwide elections to reunite Vietnam that was called for in the 
Geneva Conference.  He arrested and massacred many people under the farce of fighting 25

communism, many of which were innocent. Furthermore, he was a devout Catholic, and as a 
result, showed extreme favouritism to Catholics within the State of Vietnam while 
suppressing the Buddhist majority.  
 

In 1956, General-Secretary Le Duan forwarded a plan aptly named “The Road to the 
South”. This called for communist supporters within South Vietnam to revolt internally 
against Ngo Dinh Diem and expel foreign advisers and businessmen from the country 
through full-scale war because of their negative influence on the region. While the Politburo 
did authorize insurgency groups to perform limited acts of violence, they believed that a 
complete revolution would only possible after more formal support was gathered within the 
country, leading to the revival of organized southern insurgency. In April of 1957, insurgent 
groups started a brutal but necessary campaign called the “Extermination of Traitors” 
originally independent from North Vietnamese aid, showing their disgust of the Diem regime 
even within South Vietnam. These groups bombed hotels and cafes frequented by foreigners 
and assassinated key individuals, successfully causing chaos within South Vietnam and 
deterring foreign meddlers. These groups eventually gained backing by Moscow as well as 

23 https://www.fpri.org/article/2017/04/united-states-went-war-vietnam/ 
24 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ngo-Dinh-Diem 
25 Ibid 
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North Vietnam, who recognized them as loyal supporters of Communism. In December of 
1959, the North Vietnamese government officially consolidated the southern insurgent 
groups they backed into the National Liberation Front.  26

 
The National Liberation Front, the southern insurgent group formally supported by 

the North Vietnamese government, was a political organization that tried to overthrow the 
South Vietnamese government from within. It reached out to both the communists and 
non-communists and was comprised of over a dozen political parties and religious 
organizations. It served as a political movement that opened the eyes of the South 
Vietnamese people to the glory of communism, the achievements of the North, and the 
tyranny of Diem’s regime through political education forums, youth groups, and women’s 
groups. The NLF stressed two overarching concepts: struggle and liberation.  The South 27

Vietnamese government dubbed the NLF as the Viet Cong, short for Viet Nam Cong San (a 
translation of Vietnamese Communists) as a derogatory term, but in an honourable act of 
strength and defiance, the group adopted the name for themselves. A month later, the NLF 
formed the People’s Liberation Armed Forces, its military wing, comprised of like-minded 
individuals in South Vietnam, united under the righteous cause of communism.  
 

In the Spring of 1961, President Kennedy increased US support for South Vietnam. 
This included an increase in military advisors and military assistance as well as the 
authorization of napalm, defoliants and herbicides. Most notably, Agent Orange was used to 
eliminate forest cover and destroy crops. Because these attacks mainly targeted innocent 
farmers who were trying to sustain their livelihoods, it was an unjust violation of 
international agreements to protect non-combatants in wartime. Kennedy also sent 400 Green 
Berets and helicopters to Vietnam and started secret operations against the Viet Cong without 
informing the public.  The US was looking for any opportunity to intervene and try and fight 28

a self-interested war against North Vietnam. 
 

The tension between the Buddhists and Diem came to a head during the Buddhist 
Crisis in 1963, when government forces opened fire on a crowd of Buddhist protests, killing 
eight people, including children. Subsequently, three Buddhist monks and a nun immolated 
themselves in protest, which quickly made news around the world, finally opening the eyes of 
Western nations to the disastrous living conditions and the cruel and incapable government of 
South Vietnam.  In response to the rapidly escalating protests, Diem issued martial law in 29

August and his government forces raided Buddhist pagodas, massacring hundreds and 
imprisoning thousands more. Soon after, the nation-wide turmoil caused South Vietnamese 
generals to inquire about a potential coup supported by the US. This eventual coup occurred 
in November, during which Ngo Dinh Diem was assassinated and General Nguyen Khanh 

26 https://alphahistory.com/vietnamwar/viet-cong/  
27 Ibid 
28 https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-timeline  
29 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ngo-Dinh-Diem 
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seized power.  The US’ main goal was to retain power in South Vietnam in any way 30

possible, even if it means killing a dictator they originally helped push to power.  
 

 
Past Action 

Since 1961, North Vietnam has been steadily increasing its military presence in the 
South by recruiting citizens from South Vietnam who voice their frustration towards 
oppressive Western influence. In recent years, the North Vietnam Army (People’s Liberation 
Front) and the Viet Cong has received increasing military assistance from the Soviet Union 
and the newly formed communist China as both of them support North Vietnam’s 
endeavours. In February, the People’s Liberation Armed Forces attacked US installments at 
cities Pleiku and Qui Nhon, which allowed the North Vietnamese to continue to combat 
foreign influence in many rural areas of the nation.  
 

In 1959, the North Vietnamese government established the 559th Transportation 
Group to connect and maintain a series of pre-existing jungle and mountain paths through 
South Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia for the initial purpose of supplying uprisings against the 
South Vietnamese Government. This series of paths is now known as the Ho Chi Minh Trail. 
Currently, the 559th Transportation Group has thousands of personnel working for security, 
maintenance and expansion of the trail. Currently, most of the trail is hard-packed or paved 
with asphalt, making it still usable in rainy seasons. Generally, there were two types of units 
that served in the 559th Transportation Group: the Binh Trams and the commoliason units. 
The Binh Trams served as logistical headquarters for specific sections of the trail whereas the 
commoliason units were in charge of basic necessities such as food, water, and medical 
supplies along the trail. the In December of 1961, the first motor vehicle transport was 
conducted on the trail. Because of its efficiency in transporting supplies and military 
personnel, the volume of traffic on these trails in the early 1960s has been steadily increasing 
by the day, and work is continually being done to improve the trail.  Soon, this passage will 31

allow for tanks and other large military vehicles. However, because of the US’s recent naval 
interdiction, the trail is becoming increasingly important as a method of transporting supplies 
and materiel.  

 
On January 2, 1963, the Battle of Ap Bac took place. This was the largest military 

engagement thus far in the war and ended in a decisive victory for the Viet Cong. Although 
the South Vietnamese troops were heavily supported by helicopters, armor, and artillery, and 
severely outnumbered the Viet Cong. Whereas there were 1,500 South Vietnamese fighters, 
there was a mere 350 Viet Cong guerillas present.  The Viet Cong was still able to win with 32

minor losses, while causing heavy damage to the South Vietnamese forces. Even three 
American military advisors were killed and five South Vietnamese helicopters were shot 

30 https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/jfk-in-history/vietnam-diem-the-buddhist-crisis 
31 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ho-Chi-Minh-Trail  
32 https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d1  
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down.  The Battle of Ap Bac showed the capability of North Vietnamese soldiers to 33

overcome all odds to defeat the tyrannical enemies that outnumbered and outgunned them.  
 

The South has been in political turmoil for most of the past years as a result of the 
nationwide Buddhist protests. Furthermore, there have been multiple coups that have led to 
constant changes in government both peacefully and violently, adding to the domestic unrest. 
The South Vietnamese army is in disarray and is currently weaker than the North’s. However, 
foreign influences like the US have sent increasingly large numbers of troops and military aid 
to South Vietnam, especially in light of the new Gulf of Tonkin Resolution. In terms of 
intelligence and familiarity over the land, the North still has the edge because the foreigners 
interveners are unfamiliar with the landscape that the native Vietnamese people have been 
living on for generations.  
 
Current Situation 

North Vietnamese forces attacked two US Seventh Fleet destroyers, the USS Maddox 
and the USS Turner Joy, in August of 1964. The US, in response, has significantly increased 
its military presence in the area.  Retaliatory airstrikes have already begun ordered through 34

Operation Pierce Arrow, and more escalation is yet to come as they realize that the North 
Vietnamese will not peacefully accept their attempts at neo-colonialism. Congress has almost 
unanimously passed legislation to allow the president near full control of military decisions in 
Southeast Asia, giving him autocratic power over military decisions within the region. Even 
in the US, there are skeptics who believe that the war is unjustified. Although small in 
numbers, they have been able to see through Western propaganda to find the truth. 
 

North Vietnam has allied itself with the USSR and the newly communist China, who 
have supplied them with submachine guns and machine guns alike. They have also acquired 
Rocket Propelled Grenades and Mortars to fend off attackers. Because the North has been 
fighting for the common people of Vietnam and routinely helps them by working on their 
farms and redistributing land to farmers, many locals have offered their villages as hiding 
spots, as well as food and water in times of need. Some have even taken the initiative by 
making homemade weapons such as explosives and deliberately contaminated “Punji Traps”.

 35

 
The Viet Cong employs guerilla tactics to ensure victory. They use ambushes and 

booby traps, and only pick battles they are sure to win.  Since they wear no uniform, the Viet 36

Cong are unidentifiable to their foreign enemies. In emergencies, tunnels exist to help them 
escape, and they work in small teams so that they do not reveal too much information even if 
they are captured. Their tactics are brutal but effective in defeating the enemies. For example, 

33 https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d1  
34 https://www.britannica.com/event/Gulf-of-Tonkin-Resolution 
35 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z89hg82/revision/1  
36Ibid 
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when operating in the South, they have assassinated incredible numbers of South Vietnam 
supporters in the name of Communism. Since universal conscription has been in place since 
1960, the Viet Cong now has 35,000 troops stationed in South Vietnam and is still being 
expanded — soon to be an immense force as their attacks become more targeted and 
effective.  However, there are many more part-time combatants who lived at home and 37

worked their normal occupations by the day that attempt to persuade others into joining the 
Viet Cong and harass government officials. 
 

The Viet Cong also operates on Cambodian soil, mainly with the installation of bases 
along the border. While there are no permanent installations, the Viet Cong use these bases as 
sanctuaries and infiltration routes. The figure fluctuates but stays at around 6000 people at 
any given time.  The Cambodian government supports the Viet Cong, and the Military 38

assistance advisory group is using Cambodian Army Camps as a cover for the Viet Cong 
bases actually operating there. 
 

The Ho Chi Minh trail is a crucial asset to the North Vietnamese, allowing easy 
transport of troops and supplies into South Vietnam, Laos, and 
Cambodia.  Work is still being done to improve the trail to 39

accommodate the increased volume of traffic that is currently on the 
trail, like transporting larger vehicles and tanks. The trail is used to 
transport supplies to the Viet Cong, which operates not only in 
South Vietnam but also in surrounding regions like Cambodia. 
Currently, it takes around one month to trek the entire trail. 
However, certain portions of the trail can support motor vehicle 
transport, allowing for exponentially quicker travel times.   40

 
The South is now merely a puppet state, fighting for the 

whims of foreign governments to regain power and influence over 
French Indonesia. We must defeat them to liberate the people from 
Western imperialism and reunite Vietnam as one. Delegates, you 
must fight back against the external threat that jeopardizes our 
standard of living and way of life. The future is in your hands. 
 
Bloc Positions 
Minister of Infrastructure 
The Minister of Infrastructure holds the power to create public infrastructure for civilian use 
as well as military use.  
 

37 https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history  
38 https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP79S00427A000500020033-7.pdf 
39 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ho-Chi-Minh-Trail  
40 Ibid 
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Minister of Justice 
The Minister of Justice has the power to influence and conduct military and civilian trials. 
Furthermore, in the case where other members of the committee are suspected of committing 
large crimes, the Minister of Justice is in charge of the investigation process.  
 
Minister of Propaganda 
The Minister of Propaganda can heavily influence the public perception of North Vietnam 
and other countries through a biased distribution of information through cliques, movies, 
news, and other types of media.  
 
Minister of Finance 
The Minister of Finance has the ability to manage fiscal assets within North Vietnam. 
Furthermore, The Minister is able to control the fiscal budget and determine funding to 
departments within North Vietnam. 
 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
The Minister of Industry and Trade is able to negotiate to increase or restrict trade with other 
nations, which can have a massive influence on our economy. The Minister also can serve as 
a liaison between North Vietnam and the international community. 
 
Minister of Communication 
The Minister of Communication is in charge of communication systems within the country 
for both military use and civilian use. The Minister can also create international 
communication systems with the permission of foreign countries.  
 
Minister of Agriculture 
The Minister of Agriculture controls national agricultural policies and has final say in the 
distribution of agricultural goods within North Vietnam. 
 
Minister of the Interior 
The Minister of the Interior is in charge of policing, elections, and the supervision of local 
governments and smaller regions within North Vietnam.  
 
Minister of Health 
The Minister of Health is in charge of medical systems for both military personnel as well as 
civilians and is in charge of proactively prevent epidemics within the country. 
 
Minister of Transport 
The Minister of Transport helps with the expansion and maintenance of the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail and other supply lines both domestically and internationally. The Minister is also in 
charge of civilian transportation systems.  
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Minister of Defense 
The Minister of Defense has power to engage in military retaliatory attacks or defensive 
action against external threats.  
 
Head of the General Department of Military Intelligence 
The Head of the General Department of Military Intelligence is in charge of the gathering of 
intelligence of foreign military powers through deploying spies and investigation of foreign 
powers.  
 
Commander of the PLAF 
The Commander of the PLAF is in charge of military movements, strategies, and military 
engagements of the PLAF.  
 
Ambassador to the USSR 
The Ambassador to the USSR has the ability to communicate with the USSR to negotiate 
trade deals, military aid, and ask for other support. 
 
Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China 
The Ambassador to the PRC has the ability to communicate with the PRC to negotiate trade 
deals, military aid, and ask for other support. 
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